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ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 
conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor in this generation was the 
action-packed meeting held in San Fran- 
cisco last month and reported upon at 
considerable length in this issue. Not 
only was it an important convention; it 
was also one of the most interesting 
sessions in the long history of Feder- 
ation conclaves. Issues upon which vari- 
ous delegates had strong feelings were 
brought before the convention and dis- 
cussed thoroughly and frankly. As a 
result, when these issues finally came to 
a vote, the 700 delegates present knew 
not only how they were voting but why. 


IN THIS ISSUE WE HAVE TRIED 
to cover most of the significant events 
of the sixty-sixth convention. The San 
Francisco meeting disposed of so much 
important busi- 
ness, however, 
that it has not 
been possible in 
this issue to re- 
port on all the 
notable actions 
taken. Additional 
convention stories 
and pictures will 
appear in our De- 
cember number. 
For those who desire a verbatim report 
of the convention proceedings, a printed 
volume will be available, at a nominal 
fee, in a few weeks. Better order now. 


IN A BROADCAST AIMED AT THE 
unhappy people of Soviet Russia, Presi- 
dent William Green of the American 
Federation of Labor emphasized the 
freedom enjoyed by U.S. workers in po- 
litical matters, in trade union affairs and 
in the determination of their nation’s 
policies. Mr. Green’s talk was prepared 
for the “Voice of America” program 
sponsored by the State Department and 
beamed to Russia. The A. F. of L. 
leader emphasized that American trade 
unions are “completely free of govern- 
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ment domination and control.” He told 
his Russian listeners, who live in fear 
under a totalitarian system, that Ameri- 
can workers and unions often oppose 
policies proclaimed by their government. 
“And we do not hesitate to express 
our opposition,” he added, pointedly. 


THE MAJORITY REPORT OF THE 
Special Tax Study Committee appointed 
by Chairman Knutson of the House 
Ways and Means Committee would shift 
the tax load from those more able to 
bear the burden to those less able to do 
so. This was the charge made in a minor- 
ity report by Matthew Woll, member 
of the A. F. of L.’s Executive Council. 


LABOR DEPARTMENT FIGURES 
show that the average factory worker 
with three dependents had a weekly take- 
home income of 
$36.28 in 1942 
and it purchased 
what $30.96 
would have 
bought in 1939. 
In August of this 
year, the Labor 
Department re- 
ports, the same 
average worker 





had a weekly 
take-home wage of $47.61. Unfortu- 
nately, this sum bought no more in 
August, 1947, than could have been pur- 
chased with a mere $29.58 back in 1939. 


ONE OF THE FEW REPUBLICANS 
to vote against the Taft-Hartley Act in 
the Senate addressed the sixty-sixth con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor. He was Senator William Langer 
of North Dakota. He told the conven- 
tion that there is a small group of G.O.P. 
lawmakers determined to convert their 
party into a true friend of the working- 
man. Senator Langer pledged himself to 
fight for repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act 
and condemned Senator Robert A. Taft 
for his advocacy of anti-labor legislation. 
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id The Con trast 


Between four and five million vet- 
erans are in the ranks of organized 
labor. Veterans are railroad workers 
and miners, mechanics and laborers, 
steel workers and textile workers, just 
as they are business men, farmers ard 
doctors. 

But even more important, these same 
vets were the soldiers and heroes of 
yesterday’s war. They learned to count 
on the support and unity of labor. 

It was through the solidarity of labor 
that planes and ships were built to keep 
Old Giory flying, that bullets were 
turned out to load our carbines. While 
American soldiers fought side by side 
on Iwo Jima, at Cassino and in the 
jungles of New Guinea, just so did 
American workers unite, native-born 
and foreign-born, Protestant, Catholic 
and Jew, white and black, to keep the 
weapons of war rolling across the as- 
sembly lines. 

In peacetime as well, labor in Amer- 
ica has achieved such a degree of pro- 
duction and such a high standard of 
living that it seems as if some manner 
of magic is practiced. 

What accounts for these miracles ? 

The American worker is not born 
with sharper wits or greater talents 
than his fellows elsewhere. It’s simply 
that he’s free. 

_ Free to follow his own religious 
faith. 

Free to choose his own career. 

Free to speak his mind and have a 
say in his government. 

Such a man’s energy and initiative 
have made this nation the wealthiest in 
the world. Such a man’s imagination 
invents the telephone and the automo- 
bile. His free spirit searches out new 
ways to bring more leisure and pleasure 
to all mankind. 

The totalitarian slave of the left or 
the right who works at the point of a 
gun takes no satisfaction in his labor. 
In him the spirit is crushed, and he 
pertorms his work like an automaton. 
It is only the free man who can accom- 
plish miracles, J. R. Klawans. 
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HE SIXTY-SIXTH convention 
of the American Federation of 
thor opened in San Francisco’s spa- 
is Civic Auditorium on October 6 
a. after taking action on a huge num- 
of vital issues, adjourned on Oc- 
iober 16. 

"During the course of the convention 
) delegates representing 7,500,000 
fen and women employed in scores of 
pations did the following: 


' 


pAuthorized a vigorous, comprehensive 
@ampaign to effect early repeal of the 
monstrous Taft-Hartley Act. 


Ordered the setting up of Labor's 
Hducational and Political League, to 
disseminate information concerning the 
altitude of candidates for public office. 


dopted a strong and clear-cut foreign 
policy declaration endorsing the Mar- 
hall Plan and assailing the numerous 
lageressions of Soviet Russia. 


PBacked continuance of those princi- 
ples and policies which have made the 
Federation the world’s strongest and 
most respected labor movement. 


_ 

M>Protested the rising tide of inflation 
and called upon the government to take 
action to reduce the cost of living. 
ieAmended the constitution to make 
* President Green and Secretary Meany 

the Federation’s sole officers. 


Raised the per capita tax to three 
ents per member per month in order 
to increase the Federation’s income. ~- 


MGave the Council power to levy an 
assessment of one cent per member per 
week for twenty-six weeks. 


Irged expansion of the A. F. of L.’s 
public relations program and com- 

ded the Federation’s extensive 
press and radio campaign that pre- 
ded passage of the Taft-Hartley Act. 


alled for the establishment of a com- 
prehensive program of social insurance 
roviding adequate protection against 
~ he hazards of death, disability, ill 


~ health, unemployment and old age. 
FS 
Ordered an intensification of the 


F. of L.’s organizing activities in the 
pouth and throughout the nation. 


Heard addresses by Secretary of 
& abor Schwellenbach, General Mark 
» ark, Mayor Humphrey of Minne- 
feeeePolis, Kurt Schumacher of Western 
i mvermany and many others. 
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bElected Daniel J. Tracy of the Elec- 
trical Workers to replace John~ L. 
Lewis of the Mine Workers as a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council. 


>Was plunged into grief by the collapse 
and tragic death of General Counsel 
Joseph A. Padway. 


>Demanded passage of S. 866 to give 
the nation a comprehensive housing 
program. 


>Told the Executive Council to con- 
tinue its efforts to settle the Hollywood 
jurisdictional controversy. 


>Warned that postwar prosperity will 
not last unless determined action is 
taken by Congress to help sustain wt. 


>Praised the AMERICAN FEDERATION- 
1st, Labor's Monthly Survey, North 
American Labor News (published in 
Spanish) and /nternational Free Trade 
Union News. 


>Approved the Stratton bill for admis- 
sion of 400,000 displaced persons dur- 
ing a four-year period. 


bEndorsed the report of the United 
Nations Special Committee on Pal- 
estine as a “promising compromise.” 


>Voted in favor of generous federal aid 
for educational purposes. 


>Saw President Green receive a plaque 
in honor of his fight against bigotry. 


>Pledged cooperation to the free trade 
union movement of Japan in its efforts 
to establish democratic institutions. 


>Assured the liberty-loving workers of 
Italy of support in their fight for de- 
mocracy and prosperity. 


>Urged all affiliated unions to give 
serious consideration to demands for 
a shorter work day in‘ future negotia- 
tions. 

>Directed the A. F. of L. to provide 


services for members planning to or- 
ganize consumers’ cooperatives. 


bAssailed instability in government 
employment and unfair criticism of 
government workers. 


Referred to the Executive Council 
resolutions opposing military training. 


>Reaffirmed last year’s stand in regard 
to fair employment practice legislation. 


PRecommended devotion of increased 
attention to taxation problems. 


>Renewed the Federation’s pledge of 
loyalty to our government and urged 
dismissal from government service of 
all known Communists. 


>Chose Cincinnati as the site of the next 
convention. 





BUILDING TRADES 


>Denounced the Taft-Hartley Act and 
declared hours between 3 and 5 p.m. 
on Election Day as non-working hours 
for all members of building trades 
unions. 


bUrged compilation of a file of ap- 
proved public works projects, to avoid 
delay when such projects are needed. 


>Heard addresses by William Green, 
George Meany and others. 


METAL TRADES 


>Heard President John P. Frey recom- 
mend compliance with the Taft-Hartley 
Act while fighting against it “in the 
American way.” 


>Called for a Navy and merchant ma- 
rine adequate to the needs of national 
defense and the country’s economic 
welfare. 


>Proposed an intensive organizing 
drive during the coming year. 


LABEL TRADES 
>bApproved a program for stepping up 
the union label crusade in every com- 
munity of the nation. 


bLaid plans to insure the success of 
next May’s big Union-Industries Show 
at Milwaukee. 


>Thanked the AMERICAN FEDERATION- 
ist, A. F. of L. Weekly News Service 
and the labor press for their generous 
use of union label material. 


PReelected ‘President Matthew Woll 
and Secretary I. M. Ornburn. 





EPEAL of the Taft-Hartley Act 
is the No. 1 objective of Ameri- 
can labor, President William Green 
told the sixty-sixth convention of the 
American Federation of Labor in his 
keynote address. Speaking to 700 dele- 
gates who had come to San Francisco 
as the accredited representatives of 
well over 7,500,000 organized workers, 
Mr. Green pledged uncompromising 
efforts to achieve the defeat of every 
member of Congress who voted for the 
oppressive anti-union law. 

The voice of the Federation’s veteran 
leader echoed through the Civic Audi- 
torium as he called upon the workers of 
the nation and the delegates to the con- 
vention to work to get out the vote in 
1948. Applause was frequent. 

“In order to accomplish this purpose, 
this convention, I know, will di- 
rect and order that we establish 
Election Day in 1948 as a holiday 
so that the workers can march to 
the polls and vote against their 
enemies,” Mr. Green said. “We 
have the votes if we can get them 
into the ballot box. 

“The millions of workers whom 
Lincoln said God must have loved 
because He made so many of 
them, along with their staunch 
and devoted friends outside the 
labor movement, will march to 
the polls and cast their votes, and 
if they do, there will be no doubt 
as to the outcome of the election. 

“So now we must prepare for 
this. It is up to us to do the job. The 
workers of the nation can do it and 
will do it, if we organize from the bot- 
tom to the top, and see to it that every 
worker records his vote on Election 
Day in opposition to those who voted 
against them and stood against them in 
their hour of need.” 

Mr. Green branded as a delusion the 
hope of the sponsors of anti-labor 
legislation, especially the Taft-Hartley 
Act, that they will drive a wedge be- 
tween the workers and the organiza- 
tions representing them by stating the 
law is one which frees trade unionists 
from “domination” by their union 
leaders. 

“T don’t mind if they continue to suf- 
fer under that delusion,” he said, “be- 
cause you know if there is any group 
of people in America firmly opposed to 
this legislation, it is the workers in the 
shops, the mills, the mines and the fac- 
tories whom you have the honor to rep- 
resent, and there is no business agent 
serving the workers locally, no officer 
serving sectionally and none serving in 
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LABOR IS ‘GOING TO ACT’ 


WORKERS’ VOTES IN °48 WILL TOPPLE THE ENEMIES OF UNIONISM, GREEN SAYs 


a national capacity that could hold his 
position if he would go out and, at 
meetings of these workers, urge them 
to approve the Taft-Hartley Act. 
Every one of them would be defeated. 

“But the answer to that will be made 
at the election in 1948. I know I ex- 
press your sentiments when I say that 
we resent the action taken by the state 
legislatures and the Congress of the 
United States in passing anti-labor 
legislation after the war is over, and 
following the establishment of such a 
wonderful record as labor made during 
that great conflict. 

“We resent it with all the power at 
our command. 

“Now what are we going to do about 
it? Weare not going to remain passive 
and quiet. We are going to act, and 





President Green delivering his keynote address 


this great convention will declare to 
the world how we will act. 

“First of all, I know you will direct 
that the American Federation of Labor 
oppose with all of the power at its com- 
mand these anti-labor laws passed by 
hostile legislative bodies. 

“We will set as a great objective, 
that we must reach at any cost, the 
repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act at the 
earliest opportunity. 

“Secondly, we will set as an equal 
objective without compromise that 
labor is determined to defeat for re- 
election every member of Congress who 
voted for the Taft-Hartley Act.” 

A major portion of Mr. Green’s ad- 
dress was devoted to a vehement refu- 
tation of the charge that labor’s pro- 
ductivity is at a low level. 

“The American worker,” he said, 
stands on a higher plane of productiv- 
ity and efficiency than any worker ever 
stood in all history. 

“In 1939 our gross national prod- 
uct was slightly in excess of $90 bil- 
lion. In the first half of 1947, we had 
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rapidly reconverted to a Pp acetime 
gross national product of $225 billion 
per year. We are now prod icing 59 
per cent more actual physical product 
than in 1939 and 80 per cent more than 
in 1929, 

“There is the answer to those who 
have charged lower efficiency among 
the millions of workers in the United 
States. The facts do not justify any 
such accusation. Instead, I state to 
those who criticize and find fault: ‘Go 
where you will, into any country in the 
world, and you will not find a worker 
more efficient, with greater productiy- 
ity, than you will find among the work- 
ers in the United States of America.” 

Turning to foreign policy and the 
international situation, President Green 
said workers in this country and 
throughout the world crave peace 
and security. Without mention- 
ing Russia by name, he lashed out 
at all forms of totalitarianism and 
at those who block peace. 

“We will oppose with all the 
power at our command any at- 
tempt on the part of any nation 
to impose any sort of political 
philosophy upon any people 
throughout the world against 
their will,” the A. F. of L. leader 
declared. 

“We will have nothing to do 
with communism in any shape or 
form. The American Federation 
of Labor is an American orgati- 
zation. It believes in America 
the fundamental law of the United 
States, the Constitution, freedom, lib- 
erty and democracy.” 


Mr. Green accused those who seek 
to blame labor for the soaring cost 
of living as misrepresenting the facts. 
Food prices have doubled, he declared, 
and “even the N.A.M. cannot success- 
fully blame organized labor for that.” 


Labor has done little more than to 
keep a grip “on the tail of the ever- 
rising skyrocket of prices,” Mr. Green 
said. 

He insisted that producers have af 
inescapable obligation “to return to the 
American tradition of producing i 
large quantities for a mass consumef 
market at the lowest possible prices 
compatible with American standards. 

“Then, and only then,” Mr. Green 
asserted, “will we realize a strong, pe™ 
manent economy with full production. 
full employment and purchasing power 
in the hands of our people sufficient 
keep the w heels of American industr) 
in full motion.” 
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CHALLENGE IS ACCEPTED 






CONVENTION ORDERS SETTING UP OF EDUCATIONAL AND POLITICAL LEAGUE 


ROUSED as never before by the 
vicious anti-labor actions of the 
Eightieth Congress and various state 
legislatures, the representatives of 
American workers assembled in con- 
vention at San Francisco directed the 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor to establish a body 
to be known as Labor’s Educational 
and Political League. 

The first duty of the Educational and 
Political League will be to prepare and 
disseminate information to acquaint the 
workers with the A. F. of L.’s eco- 
nomic and political policies. 

In addition, the League will give 
widespread circulation to accurate in- 
formation “concerning the attitude of 
candidates for nomination and/or elec- 
tion to federal offices, with particular 
reference to their attitude toward the 
political and economic policies of the 
American Federation of Labor.” 

“The League shall take such other 
actions as it may deem advisable in 
furtherance of its objectives,” the con- 
vention also decreed. “The League 
shall provide for the raising of neces- 
sary funds for the conduct of its busi- 
ness in such manner as it may deter- 
mine. The League shall be authorized 
to employ staff members necessary to 
conduct its business and fix their com- 
pensation and expenses.” a 

In order to carry out these historic 
proposals, the convention directed the 
officers and Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. to call a conference of the 
presidents of all the affiliated national 
and international unions for the pur- 
pose of “completing the structure, out- 
lining methods of procedure and giving 
early and effective realization” to the 
program. 

The action of the convention was 
taken on the basis of a supplemental 
report submitted by the Executive 
Council at the beginning of the second 
week of the parley. This supplemental 
report said in part: 

“The tragic failure of the Eightieth 
Congress to serve the people, its abject 
servility in advancing the interests of 
the most reactionary anti-labor lobbies 
and combinations, and the wave of legis- 


lation igainst labor in the various state 
legislatures make imperative the need 
for sound political education and effec- 
tive political action by organized labor. 


In order to serve most effectively 
the i terests of the workers of the 
nation and to meet adequately the 
challenve presented by predatory and 
veste interests, we recommend that 
the sixty-sixth convention of the Amer- 
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ican Federation of Labor authorize and 
direct the Executive Council to arrange 
for the immediate establishment of 
Labor’s Educational and Political 
League to further the economic and 
political policies of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor.” 

The Executive Council’s report was 
referred to the Resolutions Committee. 
Two days later the Resolutions Com- 
mittee brought in its report. The com- 
mittee’s report follows in part: 

“There has been enacted a law that 
distinguishes free from unfree labor 
and which injects political regulations 
into the operation of voluntary organi- 
zations and so restricts collective bar- 
gaining that duly selected representa- 
tives of the parties to a contract are not 
able freely and expeditiously to come 
to mutually satisfactory agreements. 

“Such denial of freedom of contract 
takes from workers equal participation 
in free enterprise and equal right to 
promote their welfare and happiness. 
Restrictions on workers involves man- 
acements and the whole business 
euierprise in annoying and arbitrary 
procedures that are contrary to the 


Big Drive to Assure 
Action on Housing 


Urged by Parley 


The San Francisco convention called 
upon the full membership of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to unite in a 
concerted drive to secure passage of 
S. 866 at the next session of Congress 
in order to assure “the maximum 
volume of housing construction at a 
stable level over a period of years.” 

Organized labor will have a special 
responsibility toward. its members and 
toward the public in general “in spear- 
heading the drive to secure the enact- 
ment of this vital program without 
emasculation,” the convention declared 
in a unanimous action. 

The delegates were informed that 
at this year’s session of Congress the 
opposition was successful in forestall- 
ing action on the comprehensive hous- 
ing program embodied in S. 866. The 
next session will be “decisive,” the 
report of the Committee on Building 
Trades warned. 

The convention praised the work of 
the A. F. of L.’s Housing Committee, 
of which Harry C. Bates is chairman. 
Mr. Bates heads the Bricklayers, 
Masons and Plasterers International. 





operation and spirit of free enterprise. 

“The American Federation of Labor, 
which has assumed responsibility for 
rescuing free trade unions at the inter- 
national level, is handicapped by this 
reactionary and vindictive legislation. 

“It is imperative that the Taft-Hart- 
ley Act be repealed without delay. We 
cannot work shoulder to shoulder with 
government on behalf of world democ- 
racy if our unions are hampered in 
performing their fundamental duties 
and services to their members and their 
industries which constitute the founda- 
tion of American society. 

“Freedom of organization and collec- 
tive bargaining are the very heart of 
freedom in the lives of wage-earners, 
hence our first duty and responsibility 
is to regain the self-government of 
which the Taft-Hartley Act robbed us. 
To this end we recommend concentra- 
tion on political action in such propor- 
tions as to regain our freedom and the 
opportunity to do our full part against 
the world menace to democracy.” 

Several delegates discussed the sub- 
ject. Then the committee’s report was 
put to a vote and it was adopted. 


More Security Asked; 


Revision, Extension 


Are Called Overdue 


The 1947 convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor adopted unan- 
imously a declaration that the Federa- 
tion is “unalterably committed to the 
goal and objective of the establishment 
of a comprehensive program of social 
security.” 

The convention said that, while sub- 
stantial progress has been made in this 
field, “it is high time that our social 
security laws be revised and extended 
in accord with the needs of those who 
work for their livelihood and in a man- 
ner consistent with the resources of the 
wealthiest and most powerful nation 
on earth.” 

The delegates approved a specific 
program of action in the fields of oid- 
age and survivors’ insurance, health in- 
surance, unemployment insurance and 
public assistance. 


STRATTON BILL ENDORSED 
Endorsement of the Stratton bill was 
voted by the sixty-sixth convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
Under this measure 400,000 immi- 
grants would be permitted to enter the 
United States over a four-year period. 
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Delegates checked in 
and received badges 
at convention office 
in St. Francis Hotel 


As in former years, 
Matthew Woll of the 
Photo Engravers was 
one of busiest men 
attending convention 


The Local Committee met frequently to plan for entertainment of 
the 700 delegates. Committee did splendid job, visitors agreed 
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Convention sessions were 
held in Civic Auditorium 


President Gray (left) 
and Secretary Rivers 
of the Building Trades 
Dept. were ‘on the ball’ 


= 


rs Harry C. Bates and Boilermakers’ 
es MacGowan took keen interest in events 


umber’ M. P. Durkin (center), Plasterers’ John Rooney 
cooked on when Painters’ L. P. Lindelof made a phone call J 
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Marshall Plan Wins Full Support 


COST OF AID PROGRAM IS HELD SMALL ‘COMPARED TO ALTERNATIVE 


N one of its most important actions, 
the 1947 convention of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor endorsed the 
Marshall Plan for European aid as a 
practical means of preserving “world 
peace and bolstering the free govern- 
ments of Western Europe.” 

By unanimous vote the 700 delegates 
at San Francisco adopted a convention 
declaration which said: 

“The cost to the American people 
in assisting the sixteen nations of West- 
ern Europe to rehabilitate their econo- 
mies will be small as compared to the 
alternative of an unaided Europe falling 
under totalitarian domination, with the 
ultimate possibility of war.” 

Emphasizing the need for equal sacri- 
fice on the part of all groups making up 
our nation’s economy, the convention 
warned that “speculation and_profit- 
eering in relief materials have no place 
in this humanitarian project.” 

“The responsibility is placed directly 
upon free labor and free management,” 
the convention’s declaration said, “to 
demonstrate by concerted effort and 
voluntary self-restraint that we are able 
to aid the rest of the world and satisfy 
our own demands without disruption of 
our domestic economy. Not only must 
we produce the things needed for the 
relief and reconstruction of Europe, but 
every individual must help increase 
total supplies by his self-discipline. 

“The American Federation of Labor 
gives complete support to our govern- 
ment’s appeal to the American con- 
sumer, producer, dealer and processor 
of foodstuffs to conserve grain by 
voluntary self-restraint. 

“The American Federation of Labor 
advocates the exploitation of every type 
of voluntary action to prevent domestic 
economic disruption that may be threat- 
ened by extensive exports to Europe. 

“However, if serious shortages de- 
velop in grain or other commodities, or 
if groups refuse to abide by voluntary 
regulations necessary to the success of 
this undertaking, our government must 
be prepared to act to conserve our 
resources and check speculation and 
inflation,” 

Earlier, the convention by unanimous 
vote had adopted a ten-point declara- 
tion on foreign policy designed to put 
an end to international tensions and to 
eliminate “world economic disintegra- 
tion.” 

The text of this declaration endorsed 
by the delegates was as follows: 

“(1) All powers to withdraw their 
armies of occupation from other lands 
simultaneously. 
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“(2) Every effort to be made 
through the U.N. to secure a collective 
agreement by the powers to abolish 
conscription in peacetime. But until 
such a _ multilateral agreement is 
secured, America must not weaken its 
capacity for maximum effective national 
defense through any steps of unilateral 
disarming. 

“(3) All prisoners of war to be re- 
leased by all governments and accorded 
the right to return to their homelands 
and resume as free men and women 
their active part in rebuilding economic 
life. This release is also to include all 
those held for conscientious objections 
to and religious scruples against war. 

“(4) Steps to be taken through the 
U.N. to extend and accelerate the prog- 
ress toward self-government and na- 
tional freedom of colonial and subject 
peoples. 

“(5) The great technical resources 
and mighty industrial potential of the 
United States to be geared to aiding 
the reconstruction of all war-torn coun- 
tries which are ready and willing to 
cooperate in a joint endeavor for 
mutual self-help and the development 
of a healthy world economy. Thereby, 
our country will be setting an example 
to other nations by basing its own 
prosperity and progress on the im- 
provement of the conditionsand the 
protection and promoting of the rights, 
liberties and national freedom of all 
peoples and not on the oppression, ex- 
propriation, exploitation and misery of 
other countries. 

“(6) In helping the war-scarred na- 
tions, our government is to tender 
active aid and place greatest reliance 
on the genuine democratic forces. We 
must not support reactionary forces of 
the right or the so-called left (Com- 
munist). The strengthening of bona- 


fide free trade unions—free from all 
government, employer and_ political 


domination—is of paramount value in 
this respect. 

“(7) The free interchange of infor- 
mation between countries to be secured 
in order to foster mutual understand- 
ing and develop real friendship between 
peoples. 

“(8) The structure and daily func- 
tioning of the U.N. to be changed and 
improved in order to increase its ef- 
fectiveness and enhance its authority as 
an agency for organizing and main- 
taining world peace. 

“(9) The principles of the Atlantic 
Charter to be the foundation and 
guiding lines of international relations. 

“(10) To carry out effectively a 


bonafide democratic foreign policy, 
is imperative that our country shoul! 
not leave its formulation and execution 
exclusively in the hands of professional 
diplomats, financial technicians an! 
former military leaders. The US. 
should call into its foreign service rep- 
resentatives of the trade union move- 
ment. These men and women of labor 
are in the position to know the wishes 
and wants and to reflect accurately and 
defend vigorously the interests of the 
common people in foreign affairs.” 


War on Communists, 


Fellow Travelers 
Is Backed Anew 


The sixty-sixth convention of the 
American Federation of Labor reaif- 
firmed the Federation's declared policy 
of all-out war against Communists and 
fellow travelers. The action of the 
convention was unanimous. 

Action came on a resolution intro- 
duced by Delegate Albin J. Gruhn of 
the Central Labor Council of Hum- 
boldt County, California. The resolu- 
tion pointed out that Communists and 
fellow travelers consistently place their 
loyalty to the aims and orders of Mos- 
cow above their loyalty to the United 
States government and to the American 
Federation of Labor. 

“The deceit and treachery of the 
Communists and their fellow travelers 
are typical of their atheistic principles 
and foreign to those basic principles 
and beliefs which have motivated the 
actions of the A. F. ef L. and our 
country since their inception,” the res- 
olution said. 

The well-established aim of the Com- 
munists to capture control of America’s 
free trade unions as a prelude to the 
clamping of a totalitarian grip on the 
country as a whole was recalled in 
Delegate Gruhn’s proposal. 


Convention Reaffirms Stand 


On Employment Fairness 


The 1947 convention of the Amer- 
can Federation of Labor approved @ 
resolution reaffirming the endorsement 
of fair employment practice legislation 
by last year’s Chicago parley. The 
resolution, introduced by the Brother- 
hood of Sleeping Car Porters, pointed 
out that “the principles of fair employ- 
ment practice are in harmony with the 
ideals, philosophy and program of the 
trade union movement.” 
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Expanded Public Relations Urged 


LABOR MUST MATCH EFFECTIVENESS OF ITS FOES, RESOLUTION WARNS 


A modern public relations program 
for organized labor was recommended 
to the San Francisco convention in a 
number of resolutions. The Resolu- 
tions Committee recommended concur- 
rence with a resolution on this impor- 
tant subject sponsored by Delegate 
Reuben G. Soderstrom of the Illinois 
State Federation of Labor. The com- 
mittee’s recommendation was _ unani- 
mously adopted by the convention. 
Other resolutions on labor’s public rela- 
tions were referred to the Executive 
Council. 

“Labor has been very backward” in 
using public relations techniques, the 
Soderstrom resolution charged. The 
resolution pointed out that “those who 
are responsible for putting through 
many of the recent anti-labor measures 
have been doing and are continuing to 
do a tremendous selling job through 
their public relations programs.” In 
contrast, labor has employed modern 
public relations methods “only when 
in immediate danger of losing many of 
its gains.” 

More than ever before, said the reso- 
lution, the labor movement must “get 
its message before the American people 
regularly.” The urgency has intensi- 
fied, it was explained, as a result of the 
passage of the Taft-Hartley Act. 

The resolution approved by the con- 
vention commended the newspaper ad- 
vertising campaign and the coast-to- 
coast radio programs sponsored by the 
American Federation of Labor earlier 
in the year in an effort to prevent 
enactment of the labor-shackling fed- 
eral statute. The advertisements were 
termed “well-written” and the radio 
efforts were characterized as “very 
good,” 

Expansion of the public relations 
activities of the American Federation 
of Labor is a subject that will be dealt 
with by the Executive Council at an 
early date. In its report to the con- 
vention, the Council said: 

“The need for the establishment and 
maintenance of a permanent public re- 
lations program for the purpose of off- 
setting the widespread propaganda ac- 
tivities of the powerful forces arrayed 
against organized labor is both very 
great and clearly apparent. In this 
connection it should be pointed out that 
the National Association of Manufac- 
turers is planning a $2,000,000 public 
relations program for the coming year. 

“The American Federation of Labor 
program should be aimed not only at 
the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act and 
the defeat of similarly repressive legis- 
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lation, but it should also stress the 
positive achievements of the American 
Federation of Labor in behalf of the 
nation’s workers and the American 
people as a whole. 

“The task of building up better rela- 
tions for organized labor will require 
expansion of the Information and Pub- 
licity Service of the A. F. of L. It will 
require a planned annual program of 
newspaper advertising and it will like- 
wise involve a carefully prepared series 
of radio programs on an annual basis 
designed to reach a maximum audi- 
ence.” 

Dealing with this report of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, the Resolutions Com- 
mittee said: 

“A good public relations service is 
more essential to the Federation than 
ever before. We have the task of in- 
forming all who constitute the public 
of labor’s objectives and the reasons 


Convention Gives 
Endorsement to 


Cooperatives 


The consumers’ cooperative move- 
ment was unanimously endorsed by 
the San Francisco convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

A resolution sponsored by the Amer- 
ican Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employes which won the 
approval of the delegates called upon 
state and local affiliates of the A. F. of L. 
to set up committees on consumers’ co- 
operation, urged union members to 
study the subject and asked the Fed- 
eration to provide services and tech- 
nical advice to trade unionists desiring 
to organize consumers’ cooperatives. 

Delegate Arnold S. Zander of the 
State, County and Municipal Employes, 
in a brief talk from the floor, said: 

“Last summer | sat with the man- 
agers of the consumers’ cooperatives 
in Stockholm, Sweden. They said: 

“As of this time we are operating 
in this city 520 stores and shops doing 
more than 50 per cent of the retail trade 
of the community. 

“Tf any industrial establishment 
gets too far out of line, we are in a 
position to wait on them and to tell 
them to behave themselves or the con- 
sumers’ cooperative movement will 
move in on them.’ 

“The American Federation of Labor 
has given fine support to the coopera- 
tive movement. When central bodies 


for them. It is important that the pub- 
lic realize labor has a constructive pro- 
gram evolved out of experience and 
planned to help the masses of the peo- 
ple participate in democratic institu- 
tions and share in economic and social 
progress. 

“To be sure, we do not have the re- 
sources of those opposed to us, but we 
can secure the cooperation and the aid 
of sympathetic groups and thus bring 
indirect influence to bear on all the 
media which influence public opinion. 
We need to bring labor’s cause home 
to those who write the news and edit 
papers, those who manage magazines 
and weekly news publications and those 
responsible for newsreels. 

“We shall count upon a broader, 
more effective program than ever be- 
fore.” 

The convention concurred unani- 
mously in the committee’s remarks. 


write in for information they get it, 
and they get fine, constructive, intelli- 
gent letters from President Green in 
support of the movement. 

“What we need now is membership 
support, purchasing-power support, in- 
vestment-of-funds support, memier- 
ship-participation support. We need 
that kind of support in every commu- 
nity of the country, and then we will 
have put ourselves in a position to em- 
ploy this force, along with our trade 
union power, to take action against 
those who have been so successful in 
their acts against us.” 


Military Training Problem 
Is Referred to Council 


Resolutions opposing compulsory 
military training in peacetime were re- 
ferred to the Executive Council by the 
San Francisco convention, with in- 
structions that the Council take such 
action “as seems appropriate” after 
carefully studying the proposals. 

The convention's action was taken 
in conformity with a recommendation 
of the Resolutions Committee. Refer- 
ence to the Council, instead of approval 
of the resolutions by the delegates, 
was recommended “because of present 
international problems.” 

In the past the American Federation 
of Labor has consistently opposed com- 
pulsory military training in peacetime. 
The phrase “present international prob- 
lems” was generally regarded as a 
reference to the imperialistic acts and 
aggressive utterances of Soviet Russia. 
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Joseph Weber was a member 
of the Musicians’ delegation 


President Daniel J. Tracy 
of Electrical Workers won 
an Executive Council seat 


Jame ° 
fares Kiln 


Delegate John M. Fewkes of the 
American Federation of Teachers 
served on Organization Committee 


told of 
omocratine 


President Sam Byers (left) and co-delegates 
of the Laundry Workers International Union 








weenie Feldiies 


Joseph V. Moreschi (right), president of the Laborers, was 
glad to see Edgar Smith, sixth vice-president of same union 





Again at the helm of the Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies was W. C. Birthright, president 
of Barbers and a member of the Executive Council 


Old-timer Frank Duffy 
of Carpenters recalled 
the convention of 1904 












Number of Officers 


George Meany said that the members of federal 
unions ought not to be used as ‘shock troops.’ 
David Dubinsky (at right), head of Committee 
on Laws, declared the issu®@ was a simple one 


Is Reduced to Two 


Change Gives Federal Locals Same 
Opportunity All Other Unions Have , 
To Exercise Option Under T-H Act 


HE office of vice-president was 

eliminated by the San Francisco 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor and the president andsecre- 
tary-treasurer of the A. F. of L. became 
the Federation’s sole officers «when, 
after protracted and highly interesting 
debate, an overwhelming majority of 
the 700 delegates voted their approval 
of a proposed constitutional amend- 
ment recommended by the Committee 
on Laws. 

The amendment was deemed neces- 
sary to protect close to 300,000 mem- 
bers of federal labor unions—organiza- 
tions directly affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. Most federal 
unions are relatively small and weak. 

The decision by the National Labor 
Relations Board overruling its gen- 
eral counsel, Robert N. Denham, had 
wiped out the requirement that all 
officers of the Federation must file the 
non-Communist affidavits under the 
Taft-Hartley Act before any affiliated 
national or international union could 
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use the NLRB. However, this ruling 
still left the directly affiliated federal 
unians unprotected unless the officers 
of the A. F. of L. filed the non-Com- 
munist affidavits. 

The decision of the NLRB giving 
the national and international unions 
the option of complying with the Taft- 
Hartley Act’s affidavit provisions with- 
out regard to the position taken by the 
top A. F. of L. officers did not apply 
to the federal labor unions inasmuch 
as, being chartered directly by the Fed- 
eration, they have no national officers 
other than those of the A. F. of L. 
itself. 

John L. Lewis, president of the 
United Mine Workers, spoke in oppo- 
sition to the proposed amendment, say- 
ing he objected to it as a matter of 
principle. He argued that the resolve 
of the A. F. of L. to fight the Taft- 
Hartley Act to the limit of its strength 
would be gravely weakened by adop- 
tion of the proposed amendment. 

The Executive Council had urged 


approval of the amendment as a prac- 
tical means of affording the federal la- 
bor unions equal opportunity with all 
other unions to use the machinery of 
the National Labor Relations Board if 
they desired. Federal labor unions 
wishing to use the NLRB had found 
themselves blocked by the decision of 
Vice-President Lewis not to sign the 
non-Communist affidavit. 

Mr. Lewis, in his speech opposing 
the proposed change in the constitu- 
tion, said: 

“Are we going to abandon that policy 
and that course of action that created 
us, that made strong and courageous 
men out of our members and great 
leaders out of their representatives: 
And are we now going to cry aloud, 
like a voice in the wilderness, that we 
must have a law that will prevent men 
and women from leaving our unions: 

“That is what this clause in the con- 
stitution amounts to. Some people are 
afraid that a federal labor union will 
leave the American Federation © 
Labor because some raiding orgamza- 
tion will pass by long enough to stop 
and get on a ballot. I make the aver 
ment to you that unless a majority ol 
the members of a local union want 0 
change their affiliation or leave that 
union, the contracting organization 
does not have to be on the ballot. 

“Oh, you might say it makes " 
easier for the officers if we do this 
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What do I care about that?” 

The ooaiiiient of the Mine Workers 
denounced the provision of the Taft- 
Hartley Act that union officers must 
sign non-Communist affidavits before 
their organizations may use the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board. To 
compl) with this provision, Mr. Lewis 
contended, was tantamount to “grov- 
ding.’ 

“Mr. Lewis was followed at the mi- 

one by Daniel J. Tobin, presi- 
of the International Brotherhood 
@ Teamsters. 

"We are compelled to do this,” 
Teamsters’ leader explained, 
“im order to protect the 286,- 
000 federal labor union mem- 
bers that need our help. We 
havea job todo. Part of our 
job is to fulfill our obligations 
to these federal labor unions. 

“If | were selfish enough 
to say, “Well, I don’t care 
what becomes of them,’ and 
didn’t do my duty as an Ex- 
ecutive Board member, then 
| could go away and see if I 
could ease my conscience by 
betraying the trust that those 
federal labor unions have 
placed in me. 


the 





[ am going down the line 
and vote for the report of the 
committee, because it is the 
only logical thing to do. My 
judgment is that it is the duty 
of this convention to amend 
the constitution, because in 
substance the ameadment 
does not mean anything, 
while it does mean something 
toa quarter of a million mem- 
bers who are dependent upon 
us to help them.” 

George Meany, 
treasurer of the 
Federation of Labor, 
next speaker. 

“Under present circumstances,” he 
said, “every international union affili- 
ated with the American Federation of 
Labor has the option and the right to 
sign this affidavit and bring its mem- 
bers into a position where they can de- 
fend themselves under the law, or to re- 
fuse to sign this affidavit. That right 
is possessed at this moment by the 
president of the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, by the president of the 
Teamsters, by the president of the 
Boilermakers, by the president of the 
Plumbers, by the president of the Elec- 
trical \\ ikers, by the presidents and 


secretary- 
American 
was the 


officers of ey ery international union in 
the American Federation of Labor. 
Unless this amendment passes, that 
right is denied to the federal labor un- 
ons. So as an officer of this Federa- 
tion, I icel it is my obligation to the 
lederal labor unions to ask that this 
convention give the same right to the 
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federal labor unions that they at this 
moment possess themselves. 

“The only other solution that has so 
far been offered is that we use this non- 
Communist affidavit as a focal point of 
resistance to the Taft-Hartley Law. I 
question the wisdom of that proposal, 
even if this entire Federation was pre- 
pared to use the non-Communist aff- 
davit as its focal point of attack. But 
in view of the fact that the international 
unions are not going to use it as their 
focal point of attack on the Taft-Hart- 
ley Law, I object most strenuously to 
a situation in which we would put the 


John Lewis argued against signing of non-Communist affidavit 
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federal labor:unions 
in the forefront as 
the shock troops to 
bear the brunt of 
that attack. * * * 

“When the ques- 
tion of courage 
comes up, when the 
inference is made 
that there is a lack 
of courage in fail- 
ing to start a revo- 
lution against this 
law, this law that 
our representatives 
put on the statute 
books by the dem- 
ocratic process, and 
the thing for us to 
do is to use the fed- 
eral labor unions as 
shock troops, let 
them fight on this 
front—I say to you 


I don't know of any more cowardly 
thing you could do than to take these 
groups that haven't the backing, the 
experience, nor the structure and finan- 
cial standing of the international unions 
and place them in the forefront of this 
fight. 

“Where is the element of courage 
there? To me, it would be abject de- 
sertion of a quarter of a million mem- 
bers of this Federation who have every 
right to expect your complete support.” 

President William Green, speaking 
in defense of the measure, declared the 
amendment should be adopted to piace 
the federal labor unions on an 
equal footing with the inter- 
national unions. 

David Dubinsky, as chair- 
man of the Committee on 
Laws, summed up. He said the 
issue was simply whether the 
option which the international 
unions had was to be denied 
the federal labor unions, 

Under the amendment the 
Executive Council is to be 
made up of the president, the 
secretary-treasurer and_ thir- 
teen persons to be designated 
as Executive Council mem- 
bers. Formerly there were 
thirteen vice-presidents and all 
fifteen men were considered 
officers. Now the Federation’s 
only officers are President 
Green and Secretary Meany. 


























Daniel Tobin said it was delegates’ 
duty to do ‘the only logical thing’ 








Above—The delegation representing the Hotel and Restaurant Employes, with 
President Hugo Ernst at extreme left and Emanuel Koveleski at extreme right. 
In circle—President Lee W. Minton of the Glass Bottle Blowers Association. 





= Welcome of the California Federation was expressed by 
= Secretary C. J. Haggerty. He said labor in his state 
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George Richardson of Fire Fighters said he didn't 
mind heckling during his talk to British unionists 


iation. 


Felix H. Knight (left), a former A. F. of L. officer, 
and F. H. Fijozdal of Maintenance of Way Employes 


sot 


Joseph P. McCurdy headed delegation of 
the United Garment Workers of America 
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Labor Pays Final Tribute to 


Joseph A.Padway 


Pad- 
way’s remains, escorted by members 
of the Executive Council, were brought 
into the dimly lighted hall and placed 


HE San Francisco convention of 
the American Federation of Labor 
paused in the conduct of its regular 
business to pay a final tribute to Joseph 
A. Padway, for a decade the much- 
loved general counsel of the A. F. of L. 
Last rites for Mr. Padway, who was 
stricken on October 8 while addressing 
the convention and died later in a San 
Francisco hospital, were held in the 
Civic Auditorium on October 10. 
A saddened and respectful throng 
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sat in subdued silence as Mr. 


beneath the rostrum from which he 
had delivered his last address. 

Rabbi Morris Goldstein, who offici- 
ated at the moving funeral service, 
characterized Mr. Padway as a “leader 
of the people” and said his “righteous- 
ness” would not be forgotten. True 
to his own faith, Judge Padway had 


always been “an appreciative friend ot 
all peoples and of all faiths,” Rabbi 
Goldstein recalled. 

Speaking as a friend of the deceased 
and as head of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, William Green delivered 
the principal eulogy. In a voice charged 
with emotion, he said: ; 

“We assemble here at the bier ot 
our beloved and departed friend, Joseph 
Padway, with bowed heads and heavy 
hearts. 
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“He served us with all-the ability 
and capacity at his command. He 
never practiced economy in service. 
Sick or well, strong or weak, morning, 
noon or night, he gave of his brain and 
of his service to the organized labor 
movement of the nation. 

“And with what did he climax that 
service? What did he give to us? 
Could he have given more? Not only 
did he give of his brain and his service 
and his training and experience, but he 
gave for labor his very life. Greater 
love than this hath no man than to lay 
down his life for his fellow man. 

“We will write upon the tablets of 
our hearts the fact that Judge Padway 
gave his life to the labor movement of 
the nation. 

“It seems appropriate for me to refer 
to the fact that he was an outstanding 
personality, possessed of the basic re- 
quirements for American citizenship. 
He was the product of American 
processes. He came here unknown, 
into a strange land, unprepared for 
the experiences of life. But our 
American processes served him and 
assisted him, and made out of him a 
great American, a scholar, a brilliant 
lawyer and a devoted friend of labor. 

“We can, with great profit to 
ourselves, study and examine 
the development of the life of 
this very dear friend, our serv- 
ant and a great American. 

“He possessed the most noble 
of personal characteristics. We 
knew him not only as a great 
lawyer, but we knew him as a 
man possessed of the highest 
degree of honor, integrity and 
courage. It mattered not wheth- 
er he served in the friendly at- 
mosphere of labor or before a 
legal tribunal hostile to labor 
and labor’s purposes and objec- 
tives. His courage never fal- 
tered, and that fact was empha- 
sized on a number of occasions. 

“He was truly a great man, 
and he passed away under dra- 
matic circumstances, in con- 
formity with the inexorable laws 
of fate. 

“And now we pay our last 
tribute. Who is there here who 
does not know that he lives in 
our hearts and will forever live 
in the hearts of his friends, those 
who knew him, all those who 
have been associated with him? 
When the pages of American 
history are written, there will be 
no brighter page in the ~book 
than the story of the service ren- 
dered hy this great man. 

“We shall cherish his memory 
as long as lifé lasts. May his 
soul rest in peace.” 

During the brief service a 
band played “Rock of Ages” 
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and—“Abide With Me.” Jan Peerce, 
renowned tenor of the Metropolitan 
Opera, sang the traditional Hebrew 
prayer for the dead. 


At the conclusion of the service, all 
who were present in the Auditorium 
were afforded the opportunity to pay 
a last tribute of respect to Judge 
Padway. Slowly and silently they 
filed past the coffin to gaze for the 
last time upon the features of one who 
had fought and died for the cause of 
labor. 

Messages of condolence came from 
President Truman, Secretary of Labor 
Lewis B. Schwellenbach and hundreds 
of public officials and trade union lead- 
ers. 

The telegram from the White House, 
which was addressed to Mrs. Padway, 
said : 

“T am shocked and saddened by the 
death under such tragic circumstances 
of your devoted husband who was my 
faithful friend of many years. Please 
accept for yourself and for all who 
mourn with you this assurance ,of 
heartfelt sympathy.” 

Interment took place in Milwaukee, 
the city that had been the home of -Jo- 
seph Padway for many years. 





Grieving delegates file past the bier of Judge Padway 
at the conclusion of moving service for fallen counsel 





Judge 
Padway’s 
Last Speech 


The last address of General Counsel 
Joseph A. Padway told of the many 
steps which have been taken by the 
American Federation of Labor to com- 
bat the new anti-labor laws in the 
courts and dealt at length with the 
iniquitous Taft-Hartley Act. 

Judge Padway opened his talk by 
saying that 1947 had been a most hectic 
and trying year for the general coun- 
sel’s office. 

“In the ten years I have served as 
your general counsel,” he said, “the 
Federation has been confronted with 
many important legal problems, but in 
none of these ten years has the Federa- 
tion been confronted with as important 
a series of legal contests or with !egis- 
lation of such major consequence as it 
has been confronted with in 1947.” 

Judge Padway denounced the fram- 
ers of the Taft-Hartley Act. He ac- 
cused them of riding roughshod over 
established constitutional rights. 
He charged that the Republican 
Congress which came into power 
at the beginning of the year felt 
that the time was ripe for de- 
struction of the Norris-LaGuar- 
dia Act and the National Labor 
Relations Act because “it was 
apparent that the Supreme 
Court was no longer disposed to 
be zealous in the protection of 
labor’s rights.” 

“By the Taft-Hartley Act,” 
Judge Padway said, “govern- 
ment by injunction has been re- 
established with a vengeance. 

“By this law the National 
Labor Relations Act’s guaran- 
tees of the right to organize and 
to be free from employer domi- 
nation are removed or so diluted 
as to be practically worthless to 
workers and their unions. 

“By this act the right to bar- 
gain for the closed shop or to 
bargain for welfare benefits, as 
well as other well-established 
conditions, is made illegal. 

“This act imposes procedures 
which will keep unions in con- 
stant litigation and in unlimited 
elections, all for the purpose of 
destroying union morale and to 
make it difficult for an organiza- 
tion representing workers to 
exist. 

“It is for that reason that I 
say our approach to labor prob- 
lems and our thinking respect- 
ing them must entirely change 
from the past.” 
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Lewis B. Schwellenbach 


Secretary of Labor 


PI accept fully the contention 
that any manufacturer and any 
corporation is entitled to make 
profits. The profit motive is the 
basis of our whole economy. I 
do contend, however, that to the 
extent that profits result in price 
increases, they cannot be defend 
ed in this particular period of our 
national economy. 

Corporation managers might 
say, quite properly, that they 
must set up reserves against the 
day when they might be subject 
I recognize fully the 


to losses. 
right and the need to set aside a 
portion of profits for future use. 

What I do object to is that 
many of the same people who 
contend for that right upon the 
part of manufacturers and cor- 


porations—to make their cor- 
porations secure—also contend 
that the wage-earners of America 
should dip into their savings and 
let their personal futures take 
care of themselves. 

The wage-earner is as much 
entitled to get a nest-egg of insur 
ance for the future as is any cor- 
poration in the country. But 
the present savings of the great 

mass of our people are 
18] 30 per cent below what 
18 they were on V-J Day. 


Gl EST 
i i \ 








Earl Warren 


Governor of California 


>I welcome you to California—a 
state where you have a niillion 
members and millions of friends. 

California recognizes the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor as an 
organization of true Americans, 
formed for the great American 
purpose of making life more suf- 
ficient, more purposeful and more 
satisfying for the working men 
and women of our country, the 
men and women who are the 
backbone of our national life. 

We recognize this convention 
as a democratic process that can 
function only in a truly demo- 
cratic system. We believe it is 
an integral part of our American 
system. We are anxious that it 
shall prosper not only for the 
immediate benefits that it will 
bring to our economic system, but 
also because in a troubled world 
such as we are living in today, 
every democratic process that 
functions well is an inspiration to 
people everywhere. 

If in world affairs the people 
of all nations could have this 
same freedom to act that we in 
America have and the same will- 
ingness to resolve their differences 
by open debate and majority ac- 
tion, most of the troubles of our 
day would dissolve into thin air. 
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Hubert H. Humphrey 


Mayor of Minneapolis 
. 


bIt is the job of the American 
government and the American 
people to set a standard and to 
rally around that standard and 
do everything that we can to live 
up to it. 

Democracy isn’t a_ structure. 
Democracy is a spirit. What kind 
of spirit is it? It is the spirit of 
3obby Burns, the poet—‘“A 
man’s a man for a’ that.” 

All of us have certain talents, 
certain abilities, and the test of 
a democratic society is to let 
every man use what he has fot 
his good and the common wel- 
fare, to release the abilities and 
the capacities that are within him. 

America can no longer afford 
to keep certain people from par- 
ticipating. We need their help 
these days. We needed them to 
die for democracy, didn’t we? 
We needed them when we had 
to fight for democracy. I submit 
to this audience that we need 
them when we live. 

We believe that all men are 
created equal, equal in the eyes ol 
their God, equal in the laws ol 
their land. The labor movement 
has believed that, and as long as 
it continues to defend this and 
to believe it, it will be a very sig- 
nificant factor in American life. 
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Gen. Mark W. Clark 


Hero of the War in Europe 
* 


PYou have every reason to be 
proud of the inspiration and the 
guidance your representatives 
and publications have given to 
the revival of trade unions in 
Europe during this most difficult 
time. The relief you are sending 
to Italy, to Germany and to other 
parts of the world is a help indeed 
to our friends. 

I know that the American peo- 
ple and all other liberty-loving 
peoples can count on your mighty 
organization to be in the front 
ranks of any and every fight for 
freedom in the future. In the 
fight against slave labor in Eu- 
rope or anywhere else, you are 
hghting for free humanity 
throughout the world. 

In the 160 years that have 
elapsed since the signing of our 
Constitution, America has_be- 
come the greatest country in the 
world and, by the grace of God, 
we intend that she shall remain 
that way. All of us have been 
given privileges under this Con- 
stitution. The greatest of all these 

leges is freedom. — 
us not, through compla- 
cency and failure to exercise our 
duties of citizenship, lose those 
Ireeloms which you and I fought 
so hard to preserve in two wars. 


— 
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Kurt Schumacher 


German Democratic Leader 
. 


No one should ever forget that 
German big business has been an 
enemy of democracy. Germany’s 
big industrialists sabotaged de- 
mocracy in order to eliminate the 
influence of the labor movement. 

Because of their class interests 
they put Nazism into power and 
thus sacrificed their people and 
the peace. They have proved that 
they are unable to handle political 
and economic affairs. 

The fate of democracy and 
peace cannot be entrusted to any 
group of German capitalists. 
They are incorrigible in their 
thinking as well as in their feel- 
ings. 

Once before, after 1918, the 
correct solution of the German 
problem was missed because of 
fear of the establishment of dem- 
ocratic socialism in Europe. This 
provided fascism with its great 
opportunity. 

Those who will let themselves 
be diverted for a second time will 
thereby open the way to the new 
totalitarian attempts for world 
conquest. A repetition of the 
previous failure would result in 
a realignment of political forces 
in Germany. The forces which 
in that case will come to the 
forefront will not be democratic. 
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James F. O'Neil 


Commander, American Legion 
. 


>We have won a military victory. 
But we have not won the peace. 

Freedom is still a mockine 
myth to most of the people of this 
postwar world. Freedom is again 
under attack throughout the 
world. It is not safe here be- 
cause an attack on freedom any- 
where on this shrinking globe to- 
day is a direct threat to our own 
liberties. Our free world is 
shrinking, month by month. 

Already the world has been 
split in two. One half is now en- 
slaved, the other is yet free. Com- 
munist agents throughout the 
world, taking their orders from 
Moscow, are trying to seize con- 
trol of governments and make 
them subject to the will of the 
Kremlin. Their agents are busy 
right here in America. 

All Americans must stick to- 
gether to repel the present threat 
of expanding communism. It is 
the most virulent threat ever faced 
by our people. It is more dan- 
gerous than Nazism, Fascism and 
Nipponism combined, because 
there is more fiendish cunning to 
be found in the long-range plan- 
ning of the dictators in the Krem- 
lin than Hitler, Mus- 


solini and Tojo were ca- 
pable of, all put together. | 19 
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Dave Beck of Seattle was a 
member of the hard-working 
Teamsters Union delegation 
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E. M. Weston (left), president of Washington State Federation, 
and Tillman K. Garrison, a delegate of the Typographical Union 








Arnold Zander, president of State, 
County and Municipal Employes, made 
plea for wide support of cooperatives 
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Progress of the occupation in Germany was told 
by Joseph Keenan, labor adviser to General Cla 


Federal employes’ 


te gees problems were concern of James B. Burns (left), 


+ and William C. Doherty, Letter Carriers’ chief 


Empire State labor 
was represented by 
able Thomas Murray 


The delegates manifested their satisfaction 
when a greatly admired leader won reelection 
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Boje tome can become “a rampart of 
democracy in a free world,” James 
Killen told the San Francisco conver- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor. Mr. Killen is the A. F. of L. 
representative on the staff of General 
Douglas MacArthur, supreme com- 
mander for the Allied powers. 

In a convention address dealing with 
the economic conditions in the defeated 
country and the status of the Japanese 
labor movement, Mr. Killen said: 

“T think that under the leadership of 
Douglas MacArthur the seeds of a 
democratic society have been carefully 
sown in Japan. These seeds are be- 
ginning to take root. They will, if 
properly nurtured, grow.” 

As is the case in Europe, the Com- 
munists in Japan are using every means 
to discredit the democratic forces at 
work and to take advantage of the 
hunger, misery and general economic 
difficulties in Japan, Mr. Killen said. 
He warned that continued strong action 





XCEPT for Italy and France, the 
trade unions of all sixteen Euro- 
pean countries coming under the Mar- 
shall Plan are now “free and anti-com- 
munistic in their hopes and actions.” 
This was the message given to the 
1947 convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor by Irving Brown, the 
A. F. of L.’s European representative. 
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Parley Hears Report on Japan 


SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY ‘BEGINNING TO TAKE ROOT,’ KILLEN SAYS 


and assistance in solving Japan’s eco- 
nomic problems will be necessary to 
combat successfully the insidious ac- 
tivities of the Communists. 

“The Communist Party,” he said, 
“has sought to cause the usual chaos 
and confusion with the Japanese labor 
movement by fostering strikes, by seek- 
ing to interrupt the production proc- 
esses, knowing full well that the only 
real salvation for the Japanese worker 
is increased production, clothing and 
the necessities of life, and to the extent 
that that production can be hampered, 
to the extent that shortages can be made 
even more severe, will the Japanese 
people be a more fertile area for the 
dissemination of party propaganda and 
party doctrine. 

“Food is the one thing, I believe, 
which will most effectively combat the 
development of the Communist revo- 
lutionary philosophy in Japan in the 
months ahead. 

“Tf the current food crisis is met, if 


Brown 
Talks on 


Europe 


Irving Brown, our 
representative in 
Europe, reporting 


“The control in the trade 
union movement that the 
Communists have gotten in 
France and Italy,” he ex- 
plained, “does not mean 
that there is not a very ex- 
cellent opposition and or- 
ganization that is fighting 
every minute of the day to 
preserve the democratic 
way of life and a free trade 
union movement.” 

“The issue in Europe is 
clear,” Mr. Brown asserted. 
“The issue is whether Europe shall 
remain free or become Russian-domi- 
nated. The issue is whether Europe 
shall become a continent of free labor 
or slave labor. It is our responsibility 
and our job not to let down those peo- 
ple in Europe who are still fighting, in 
spite of hunger and misery, to remain 
free and democratic.” 


hunger and starvation—starvation has 
not yet occurred in Japan—but if 
hunger ‘can be minimized and if mini- 
mum supplies can be provided for the 
Japanese in the months ahead, I think 
there is ample probability that demo- 
cratic forces and democratic ideals will 
grow to sufficient strength to support 
themselves. 

“But the growth of democracy in 
Japan calls for the continued practice 
by America of a democratic ideal which 
is dynamic, vigorous and competent to 
deal with the economic ills now facing 
the Japanese worker. 

“If we are effective in opposing the 
totalitarian philosophies which are seek- 
ing to overrun the world, we must not 
only be against something, but we must 
be for something and ready to back up 
our professions of faith with such works 
as are necessary and within our ability 
to perform.” 

Mr. Killen expressed the hope that 
the American Federation of Labor 
would soon be able to extend to the 
Japanese labor groups the same as- 
sistance now being rendered in Europe, 
where food and clothing parcels are 
being distributed to trade unionists 
under A. F. of L. sponsorship. 

The basic purpose of the Labor Di- 
vision of General MacArthur’s occupa- 
tion setup, Mr. Killen asserted, is “to 
encourage the establishment in Japan 
of a free and democratic labor move- 
ment which is intended to become an 
integral part of a free and democratic 
Japan.” 

The recent history of Japanese labor, 
as related by Mr. Killen, shows the 
enthusiasm with which Japanese work- 
ers have embraced the policy of the 
Labor Division. He said: 

“There was a labor movement of 
sorts in Japan before the war. Its 
maximum strength at that time ap 
proached 350,000 members. It was 
concentrated primarily in two indus- 
tries—the textile industry and the 
maritime trades. 

“At about 1937, when the Chinese 
incident was undertaken, the labor 
movement was dissolved, just arbitra- 
rily and summarily dissolved, in Japan 
and never was able to reassert itsel! 
until after the surrender. 

“After the surrender and with the 
advent of occupation and the establish- 
ment of occupation policies, Japanest 
workers took advantage of the oppor 
tunity afforded them to organize them- 
selves into free labor unions. Toda) 
there are approximately 6,000,00) 
trade union members in Japan.” 
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Government Workers 
Defended Against 
Unfair Attacks 


Unfair and unwarranted attacks 
upon government workers were con- 





demned by the 1947 convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. By 
unanimous vote the delegates at San 
Francisco adopted a resolution which 
pointed out that such attacks under- 
mine the citizen’s respect for and faith 
in his government. 

“Attacks upon government personnel 
which more properly might be directed 
at government programs prove ex- 
tremely harmful to the efforts of gov- 
ernment workers to perform their jobs 
effectively,” the resolution emphasized. 

The unfair criticism of government 
employes results in serious impairment 
of their morale, the resolution added. 

The convention called for “the full 
exercise of fair playin considering the 
merits of government projects and pro- 
grams, separate and apart from the 
persons assigned to carry out such 
projects.” 

In addition, the convention directed 
that the American Federation of Labor 
extend its prestige and full support to 
the unions in the Government Em- 
ployes’ Council “in their pledge to 
saleguard the good name of those who 
serve our government.” 
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NE of the major subjects on 

the agenda of this year’s 
American Federation of Labor 
convention was 
education. 

By unanimous 
vote the conclave 
adopted a resolution again 
pledging the active support 
of the A. F. of L. for a pro- 
gram of federal aid “which 
will be adequate to raise the 
educational standards of the 
nation’s school system and 
to make available to all 
children—regardless of race, 
creed, color or economic 
status of the parents—stich 
services as may be neces- 
sary to keep children in 
school and to maintain their 
health and welfare at maxi- 
mum levels.” 

A billion dollar program 
of federal aid, as recom- 
mended by the Executive Council, was 
endorsed by the delegates. Such a 
program is necessary, the convention 
asserted, to solve the crisis in Ameri- 
can education and to give the United 
States a school system consistent with 
the greatness of the nation. 

Federal aid bills now before Con- 
gress are steps in the right direction, 


George M. Harrison 
was chairman of the 
Education Committee 


Education a Key Topic 


In Labor’s Parliament 





the delegates said, but most of these 
measures are “grossly inadequate.” 

The convention urged increased ex- 
penditures for educational purposes in 
the labor movement. The delegates 
recommended that the Federation’s 
allocation of funds to the Workers’ 
Education Bureau of America should 
be increased if possible. 

Chairman of the Committee on Edu- 
cation was George M. Harrison, presi- 
dent of the Brotherhood of Railway 
Clerks. Irvin R. Kuenzli of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Teachers served as 
secretary. 


Continued U.S. Housing 
For Farm Labor Urged 


Government operation of housing 
projects for agricultural workers should 
be continued, the A. F. of L. conven- 
tion declared, but if the projects are to 
cease to be government property, they 
should not be sold or leased to the 
farm operators or agencies controlled 
by them. 


The convention called for amend- 
ment of the Bramblett Act, under which 
large-scale growers hostile to labor 
would be permitted to acquire the hous- 
ing projects and operate them as com- 
pany housing. The law says U.S. op- 
eration must end January 30. 


FEDERATIONIST Is Commended 


MAGAZINE MAKING ‘INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTION,’ SAY DELEGATES 


The AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST was 
praised highly by the San Francisco 
convention. Without a single dissent- 
ing vote, the 700 delegates endorsed 
the section of the Executive Council’s 
report dealing with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor’s official magazine. 
The Executive Council said it was 
“gratified” at the manner in which the 
responsibilities of the official periodi- 
cal had been carried out during the 
past year. 

The convention declared that the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST “has made 
an invaluable contribution to our work 
and our cause by its timely articles and 
information illuminating current de- 
velopments.” 

In its report to the convention the 
Executive Council said: 

“It would be most helpful if the 


circulation of the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST among the general public were 
increased substantially during the year 
ahead.” 

The delegates, taking cognizance of 
this suggestion, called upon all national 
and international unions to make the 
magazine available to their officers and 
organizers, urged the state federations 
of labor to purchase subscriptions for 
colleges, universities and other public 
institutions in their states and recom- 
mended to central labor unions that 
they subscribe for local newspaper edi- 
tors, high schools and public libraries. 

In the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, 
the Executive Council’s report asserted, 
the American Federation of Labor has 
“a publication which has no superior 
among the publications issued by the 
national labor federations of the world.” 
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President John Redmond of Fire Fighters urged 
conciliation and arbitration processes to give 
public employes a way to obtain fair treatment 


J. Scott Milne (left), new secretary of |.B.E.W., 
and Leo E. George, chief of the Postoffice Clerks 


24 





resident 


Theatrical 


an 
> Emp 


Edwar 


loyes 


AMERICAN 


FEDERATIONIST 














Sol Cilento (left} and Joseph O'Neill looked 
out for the interests of the Distillery Workers 


Herman Winter 
became Council 
Chairman of Cc 


of Bakery w. 
member re 
ommittee on 


Orkers, who 
cently, was 
Adjustment 


A. L. Spradling of Street 
Railway Employes nominated 
W. D. Mahon for reelec- 
tion to Executive Council 


Frank Fitzgerald was one of the 
@ Engineers’ attentive delegates 
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HE San Francisco convention, by 

unanimous vote, increased the per 
capita tax .paid by affiliated unions to 
the American Federation of Labor and 
gave the Executive Council power to 
levy assessments on all affiliated unions 
to enable the Federation to act expe- 
ditiously in emergency situations de- 
manding financial expenditures “sub- 
stantially in excess of current assets 
and revenue.” 

Under an amendment to the constitu- 
tion approved by the convention the 
per capita tax is established at a flat 
three cents per member per month. 
This is an increase over the old base 
rate and is payable on a union’s-entire 
membership. Under the old tax struc- 
ture, the rate was two cents per mem- 
ber per month and decreased to one and 
one-half. cents per month for members 
of any union in excess~of 200,000. 

Federal labor unions are to pay a 











per eapita tax of thirty-seven cents per 
member per month, an increase of one 
cent. 

The convention action gave the Ex- 
ecutive Council authority to make as- 
sessments on affiliated unions at the 
rate of one cent per member per week 
for a period not in excess of twenty- 
six weeks in any one year “when the 
interests of the A. F. of L. require” 
and when the available per capita tax 
funds are insufficient. 

The Committee on Laws, of which 
David Dubinsky was chairman, said in 
its report that it was “fully conscious” 
of the need for expanding the activities 
of the A. F. of L. in many fields and 
was therefore “heartily in accord” with 
the proposed increase in per capita tax. 

The committee alluded to the Execu- 
tivé Council’s assertion that “the need 
fof the establishment and maintenance 
of*a permanent public relations pro- 





Higher Per Capita Tax Approved | 


VOTE IS UNANIMOUS ON AMENDMENT TO BOOST FEDERATION’S INCOME 


gram for the purpose of offsetting the 
widespread propaganda activities of 
the powerful forces arrayed against or- 
ganized labor is both very great and 
clearly apparent.” 

The committee also pointed out that 
the A. F. of L.’s normal operating ex- 
penses have increased sharply, and at- 
tention was drawn to the Federation's 
responsibilities in the world at large, 
with American labor called upon to 
help workers in other lands to estab- 
lish and maintain freedom and eco- 
nomic well-being. 

The Executive Council had asked, in 
a supplemental report to the conven- 
tion, that the Council be given power 
to levy assessments. Limits of time 
and amount were not mentioned. The 
convention, following the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee on Laws, decided 
to fix both the levy rate and the maxi- 
mum period of twenty-six weeks. 





District 50 Issue Is Sent 
To Council After Debate 


The San Francisco convention of the 
American Federation of Labor voted to 
refer to the Executive Council various 
complaints against the organizing ac- 
tivities of District 50 of the United 
Mine Workers of America. 

The action came as the result of 
resolutions charging that District 50 
had infringed upon the jurisdictions of 
other organizations. 

A resolution sponsored by the Inter- 
national Molders and Foundry Work- 
ers Union of North America proposed 
that the convention instruct President 
Green to “call a meeting as soon as pos- 
sible after the adjournment of this con- 
vention for the purpose of having Dis- 
trict 50 turn over to the international 
unions such members as come under 
the jurisdiction of the international 
unions.” 

A minority report of the Resolutions 
Committee, signed by Delegate Thomas 
Kennedy of the United Mine Workers 
and Delegate Arnold S. Zander of the 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employes, called upon 
the convention to “declare that the 
usual procedure and established policy” 
were to be followed. 

Speaking on the minority report, Mr. 
Kennedy said : 

“When the United Mine Workers 
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of America was re- 
affiliated with the 
American Federa- 
tion of Labor, we 
were admitted as is, 
and we naturally 
expected and so un- 
derstood that if ju- 
risdictional or other 
problems developed 
they would be han- 
dled in the usual 
manner. 

“Some meetings 
have been held, and 
while no agree- 
ments were worked 
out, the fact re- 
mains that meetings 
were held. The next 
step in procedure 
would be the good 
offices of the Exec- 
utive Council.” 

John P. Frey, 
president of the 
Metal Trades De- 
partment, said 
there was no desire 
to have the conven- 
tion “condemn any- 
body” and urged 
the rejection of the 











President Hutcheson of Carpenters urged reference to Council 
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minority report and approval of the 
majority report. 

The majority report recommended 
approval by the convention of a reso- 
jution reading as follows: 

Wuereas, No satisfactory understand- 
ing has been reached between the United 
Mine Workers of America and some in- 
ternational unions affiliated with the Metal 
Trades Department, over questions of 
jurisdiction ; therefore be it 

Reso.vep, That the president of the 
American Federation of Labor be requested 
to call a conference of officers of District 
No. 50, United Mine Workers of America, 
and the international unions affiliated with 
the Metal Trades Department having un- 
adjusted questions of jurisdiction with 
District No. 50; and that the president of 
the American Federation of Labor be re- 
quested te preside over this conference; 
and be it further 

Resotvep, That this convention declare 
that the only organizations having juris- 
diction in the building and construction 
field are those national and international 
unions already holding certificates of affil- 
jiation from the American Federation of 
Labor, and represented by the Building 
and Construction Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, said: 

“We were all happy to have the 
United Mine Workers of America 
come back into the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. The question of juris- 
diction, of course, was discussed, and 
it was understood that the United 
Mine Workers would come back as 
they were. Secondly, that if any juris- 
dictional difference arose between the 
Mine Workers and an organization 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, the officers of the two inter- 
national unions would sit down to- 
gether in an endeavor to adjust the dif- 
ferences through direct negotiations. 

“In the event they found it impos- 
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sible to arrive at an agreement, 
the dispute would be referred to 
the Executive Council for final 
decision.” 

Others who spoke on the 
issue were Richard J. Gray, 
president of the Building and 
Construction Trades Depart- 
ment; John L. Lewis, president 
of the United Mine Workers; 
Harry Stevenson, president of 
the Molders and Foundry 
Workers; William Schoenberg, 
president of the Cement, Lime 
and Gypsum Workers, and Wil- 
liam L. Hutcheson, president of 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters. 
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The president of the Mine 
Workers said: 

“We have adjusted some 
complaints. Others have not 
been adjusted. No com- 
plaint will be adjusted unless 
you do it in the proper way.” 

Mr. Hutcheson, a member 
of the Executive Council, 
moved that both the majority 
and minority reports be re- 
ferred to the Council “for 
consideration and action.” 
The motion was carried. 


William Schoenberg of Cement 
Workers took the opposite view 


Senator Downey of California, who voted 
against Taft-Hartley bill, pledged that 
he would remain a friend of wage-earners 





William Green listened as A. Philip Randolph 
(right) hailed the A. F. of L.'s president as a 
“bold and stalwart’ fighter against bigotry. 
Charles Zimmerman (center), chairman of the 
Jewish Labor Committee, also lauded Mr. Green 


Green Is Honored 
For Devotion to 
Democratic Ideal 


RESIDENT William Green was 

awarded a bronze plaque at the 
San Francisco convention in recogni- 
tion of his lifelong defense of the rights 
and dignity of all men, irrespective of 
their race, color, creed or national 
origin, 

Presentation of the plaque was made 
by the Presbyterian Institute of Indus- 
trial Relations, the Catholic Inter- 
racial Council, the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee and the Negro Labor Com- 
mittee. 

The plaque was presented by A. 
Philip Randolph, president of the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 
on behalf of the four organizations. In 
making the presentation, President 
Randolph praised Mr. Green for fight- 
ing steadfastly throughout his life 
against bigotry and intolerance. 

Charles S. Zimmerman, vice-presi- 
dent of the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers Union and chairman 
of the Jewish Labor Committee, also 
spoke in praise of Mr. Green. Mr. 
Zimmerman described the A. F. 
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leader as a man “whose very being 
represents the cause for which we are 
fighting—the cause of labor, the cause 
of tolerance and the cause of brother- 
hood and solidarity.” 

Mr. Zimmerman said that a large 
share of the credit for any advances in 
the struggle to wipe out intolerance 
must go to the men and women of labor. 

The text of the inscription on the 
plaque presented to Mr. Green hailed 
him as a “bold and stalwart warrior 
against the foulness of bigotry and the 
corruptness of intolerance” and a 
“pillar of strength in the endless cru- 
sade for freedom of conscience, the 


@ slogan that A. F. of L. “se 


“six years, the 
gates assembled 


dignity of man and the human rights 
of all peoples everywhere.” 

It was announced that the four 
groups intended to pay similar homage 
at a later date to two other trade union 
leaders for their “immense services 0! 
behalf of freedom, tolerance and ht- 
manity.” The men to be honored later 
are George Meany, secretary-treasuret 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
and Matthew Woll, president of La 
bor’s League for Human Rights. 

In his response Mr. Green said: 

“We learned during the last war that 
men are men, regardless of creed, color 
or nationality.” 
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Sweet music for the delight of the guests was produced 
by (left to right) C. J. Haggerty, John A. O'Connell and 
W. C. Doherty. Top—Some of those who attended banquet 


Banquet Is Enjoyed by All 


LOCAL COMMITTEE DOES KEEN JOB IN EVERY WAY 


HE 1947 convention followed the 

traditional policy of “all work and 
no play” during its crowded business 
essions, but one evening was set aside 
lor relaxation. On that occasion a ban- 
uet was tendered in honor of the dele- 
gates by the Local Committee. 

The San Francisco labor movement 
made plans far in advance for this affair 
nd it was a smashing success in every 
vay. Veteran delegates who had at- 
tended many previous conventions said 
that this vear’s banquet was easily one 
t the bet. 

The friendly and thoughtful trade 
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unionists of the city by the Golden 
Gate provided not only good food and 
drink for their guests but also a pro- 
gram of outstanding entertainment. It 
was a most enjoyable evening. 

The Local Committee at this year’s 
convention was most efficient and on 
the job constantly to help the conven- 
tion run smoothly and make the dele- 
gates feel completely at home. 

The committee and the city’s labor 
movement as a whole extended the 
warm-hearted hospitality for which San 
Francisco is justly famous throughout 
the world. 


Efforts of Council 
In Movie Dispute 
To Be Continued 


Without debate, the San Francisco: 
convention authorized continuance of 
efforts of the A. F. of L.’s Executive 
Council to bring about an adjustment 
of the Hollywood jurisdictional con- 
troversy. The vote was unanimous. 

The convention approved of the ef- 
forts thus far made and directed the 
Council to continue its efforts to bring 
about “full acceptance on the part of 
all parties concerned of the directive, 
clarification and interpretation.” 

An earnest endeavor “finally to re- 
solve this controversy” was urged by 
the delegates. 


News for Latin America 


Praised by Convention 

The convention concurred unani- 
mously in a report by the Executive 
Council warmly praising the Noficiario 
Obrero Norteamericano and approved 
its continued publication as a most 
effective medium for conveying infor- 
mation about the A. F. of L. to the 
workers of Latin American countries. 

Also highly commended by the con- 
vention were /nternational Free Trade 
Union News, distributed in Europe, 
and Labor’s Monthly Survey, which 
deals with economic questions. 
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The Federation Plans 
for the Future 


ORE THAN 700 delegates gathered in 
San Francisco to participate in the sixty- 
sixth convention of the American Federation of 
Labor. That great parliament of labor consid- 
ered the developments of the past year and made 
plans for the future. Meeting during a world 
crisis in which the fate of democracy is at issue, 
the convention made it clear that the underlying 
purpose of our labor movement is human 
freedom. 

The year has brought to labor the type of 
regulatory legislation which interferes with 
self-government and provides punitive devices 
that anti-union employers and their agents can 
use to harass unions in their work of promoting 
labor’s welfare. In addition, the Taft-Hartley 
Act deprives unions of those procedures by 
which union discipline is enforced. 

There is stirring among wage-earners through- 
out the land a grim determination to get rid of 
these beginnings of fascism, which always at- 
tacks unions first. Repeal of this law is essential 
to maintain our form of government and society 
at home in order that our government can help 
other nations to regain democracy. 

To this end the sixty-sixth convention adopted 
changes in the constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor to increase the revenues of 
the Federation and to enable it to better serve 
affliated unions. ‘The responsibilities of the 


Federation have grown with the increasing 
number of national problems and undertakings 
which affect labor’s welfare and in dealing with 


which labor’s interests and proposals should be 
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considered. To provide labor with representa- 
tion in the formulation of public policies as well 
as in the ever-widening activities of the Fed- 
eration requires current and broader informa- 
tion to service our representatives. 

To meet political needs, the convention di- 
rected the establishment of Labor’s Educational 
and Political League to raise funds in order to 
acquaint all voters with the economic and politi- 
cal policies of the Federation and to inform the 
voters in regard to the records of those seeking 
nomination and election by the citizens of this 
country. 

Organized labor enters this campaign to get 
rid of regulations required of no other group of 
citizens and to restore self-government to trade 
unions, a basic right which a democracy assures 
to all voluntary organizations. 

The right of voluntary association lies at the 
heart of freedom. We seek our rights as citi- 
zens of a democracy and shall appeal to the sense 
of fairness of all voters. The American Federa- 
tion of Labor is an American institution. 

Involved in our demand for repeal of the 
Taft-Hartley Act is an issue which increases in 
importance as our government assumes wider 
functions: Are administrative officials above law 
considered wise for all other citizens under 
similar circumstances? Congress has declared 
that no federal equity court shall issue an in 
junction in a labor dispute. The purpose of 
this law was to outlaw a practice under which 
arbitrary judge-made law denied workers the 
benefits of rights guaranteed by our Constitution 
and legally assured all other citizens. 

The Taft-Hartley Act authorizes bureav- 
crats—political appointees—to secure injunc 
tions, thus bridging the separation of the 
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judiciary from the executive branch of the gov- 
ernment. This separation was the guarantee of 
judicial freedom. The consequences of political 
decisions of judges we have already seen. All 
of these grievances, with warnings on the peril 
to democracy, the Federation will present to 
the voters in the coming elections. We are not 
asking exemption—only a guarantee of equal 
justice. 

The convention was deeply concerned with 
the problems of labor movements of other coun- 
tries and with the foreign policies of the United 
States. Men representing the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Europe and serving in our 
military governments in occupied countries re- 
ported to the convention. The usual fraternal 
delegates, a representative of the Social Demo- 
crats of Germany and officials of the Interna- 
tional Transport Federation presented informa- 
tion that served to round out the world picture 
submitted to the delegates. 

These reports on world needs supplemented 
the recommendations of the Executive Council 
that our efforts to aid free trade unions in other 
lands must be sustained and broadened during 
the year. 

The trade unions of occupied European coun- 
tries hold the fate of Western European civili- 
zation in their hands. Such unions as have 
reorganized share the destitution of their coun- 
tries. They are without paper, typewriters, 
mimeograph machines and other office necessi- 
ties. ‘Their members need food and clothing. 
The San Francisco convention directed that the 
relief program of the American Federation of 
Labor should be continued and widened. 

The convention urged that adherence to the 
Principles incorporated in the preamble to the 
charter of the United Nations should give direc- 
tion and purpose to our national foreign policy. 
We believe aggression of any kind should not 
be tolerated—that small as well as large nations 
should themselves determine their own govern- 
ments. All nations have the right to security, 
freedom and opportunity for prosperity. 
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We pledged support to the Marshall Plan to 
restore the economy of Europe as in the self- 
interest of every American worker. The con- 
vention authorized participation in the Lima 
conference, arranged by free trade unionists of 
Latin American countries to organize labor in 
the Americas for participation in the formula- 
tion of policies affecting the economic and polit- 
ical welfare of workers throughout the Western 
Hemisphere. 

The convention approved the recommenda- 
tions of the Executive Council to amend the 
charter of the United Nations to eliminate the 
“vetc,” which has enabled one group of coun- 
tries to block its functioning or even its organi- 
zation to perform functions specified in its 
charter. Majority rule is necessary to effectuate 
the principle of equality of the sovereign nations 
constituting the United Nations. 

In order to make representatives in the 
General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council and its subordinate agencies responsible 
to citizens of their countries, the Federation 
renewed its proposal that the major functional 
groups of all countries—labor, industry, agri- 
culture-—be given either direct representation 
or official status in their delegations as con- 
sultants with a voice in determining national 
policies involved. The convention commended 
the work of our consultants to the Economic 
and Social Council and delegates to the Inter- 
national Labor Organization and directed the 
expansion of such activities. The work of these 
labor representatives has been the key to labor’s 
effective functioning in the United Nations in 
order to protect the rights and interests of 
American wage-earners in the international 
field. 

The American Federation of Labor holds it 
essential that the principle of democratic repre- 
sentation and responsibility be incorporated in 


United Nations procedures as rapidly as pos- 


sible. Our own government can put this prin- 
ciple into effect even before the charter is 
modified. Many democratic countries include 
labor representatives in their delegations. 
Thus the convention planned major moves to 
meet new duties and new responsibilities. 
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BUILDING TRADES 


The annual convention of the Build- 
ing and Construction Trades Depart- 
ment, held in San Francisco the week 
preceding the opening of the American 
Federation of Labor convention, heard 
A. F. of L. President William Green 
urge that calm, intelligent action be 
pursued in renewed efforts to forge 
unity within the labor movement. 

There has never been a time when 
unity of labor was needed more than 
now, Mr. Green declared. 

In another address George Meany, 
secretary-treasurer of the A. F. of L., 
struck hard blows at the Taft-Hartley 
Act as a measure which is good neither 
for labor nor for the country. 

He cited the new union-shackling 
law as the most far-reaching measure 
in a widespread pattern of anti-labor 
legislation enacted during the past few 
years in the face of increased strength 
on the part of the labor movement and 
despite the magnificent record of labor 
during the war. 

Mr. Meany pointed out that the em- 
plovers have turned to politics to win 
their battles. Labor must do likewise, 
but on an intelligent basis, if the na- 
tion’s workers are to win out against 
the foes seeking the destruction of ef- 
fective trade unionism, he declared. 

Delegates to the convention approved 
several resolutions, including one spon- 
sored jointly with the Metal Trades 
Department denouncing the Taft-Hart- 
ley Act and its administration. 

Another resolution, adopted unani- 
mously, declared that henceforth the 
hours between 3 and 5 p.m. on Election 
Days will be regarded as non-working 
hours for members of the building 
trades unions in order that they may 
have ample opportunity to go to the 
polls and cast their votes. 

In another convention action, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics was urged 
to gather data regarding building ac- 
tivity in metropolitan areas and publish 
reports giving a breakdown of the costs 
of building homes. Such reports should 
include figures showing the costs of 
labor, materials, land, sales commis- 
sions, etc., said the resolution. 

Additional resolutions endorsed the 
general work plans prepared by the 
Bureau of Reclamation, approved the 
action of the U.S. Senate in moving 
to curb pollution of streams and rivers 
and called for authority to permit the 
Federal Works Agency to build up 
in advance a file of approved public 
works projects, to eliminate delays 
when such public projects are needed. 
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METAL TRADES 


John P. Frey, president of the Metal 
Trades Department, singled out the 
Taft-Hartley Act and the high cost of 
living as the major issues now facing 
American workers in a fighting address 
delivered before the Department’s an- 
nual convention. Mr. Frey declared 
the Taft-Hartley measure was written 
by men “who dipped their pens into 
the venom of hatred for labor.” 

In answer to his own question 
whether labor should defy the law or 
comply, Mr. Frey urged compliance on 
the ground that it is the law of the land. 
Meanwhile, labor should strive for its 
modification or repeal, he advised. 

Mr. Frey presented official figures to 
prove that profits of corporations this 
year, after taxes, have zoomed to 211 
per cent over 1939; that profits of un- 
incorporated businesses have jumped 
628 per cent; that farmers’ income has 
soared 296 per cent. 

“There’s the record of what these 
others have taken for themselves,” Mr. 
Frey declared. “Even the huge profit 
figures don’t tell the whole story, be- 
cause business turned additional bil- 
lions into reserves, new buildings and 
new equipment. 

“So, it comes with poor grace for 
them to blame labor for the high cost 
of living. In doing so, they have merely 
indulged in the old ‘stop thief’ dodge 
to divert attention from their own 
depredations.” 

The convention adopted many reso- 
lutions, the most important of which 
was one condemning the Taft-Hartley 
Act and its administration. 

This resolution, which urged all 
A. F. of L. officers “to yield to the 
present filing requirements of the law,” 
pledged the unions affiliated with the 
Metal Trades Department to fight to 
“right the wrongs of the act,” not by 
defiance, but “in the American way, 
through aid of the courts, the ballot 
box and by Congressional action.” 

Other resolutions were adopted call- 
ing for the maintenance of a Navy and 
merchant marine sufficient to meet the 
needs of national defense and the na- 
tion’s economic welfare, the curbing 
of foreign loans for shipbuilding pur- 
poses and an intensive drive to elect 
friends of labor to public office. 

Additional actions by the convention 
opposed the elimination of rent control, 
urged the enactment of long-range 
housing legislation, called for the es- 
tablishment of unity in the labor move- 
ment and proposed an intensive organ- 
izing drive during the coming year. 


LABEL TRADES 


The thirty-ninth annual convention 
of the Union Label Trades Departinent 
opened October 3 in the St. Francis 
Hotel, San Francisco, with delegates 
representing forty-one international 
unions in attendance. 

The report of the department’s offi- 
cers said certain restrictions and limi- 
tations on the use of union labels had 
been imposed upon labor as a result 
of the passage of the Taft-Hartley Act. 

“As leaders and representatives of 
labor,” said the report, “we must care- 
fully and scrupulously analyze the legal 
barriers sought to be erected not only 
by our national government but as well 
by our several state governments.” 

The delegates were informed that 
there are now sixty-nine official em- 
blems of fifty-three affiliated national 
and international unions. 

It was disclosed that plans are far 
advanced for the Union-Industries 
Show to be held next May in Mil- 
waukee. The department expects that 
this show will be even more successful 
than the 1946 exhibition staged in St. 
Louis, it was revealed. 

The major address at the convention 
was delivered by William Green, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

“The service rendered by the Union 
Label Trades Department and _ those 
organized in support of the promotion 
of the union label is a most valuable 
service,” he said. “We can remember 
when it was but a feeble expression, a 
feeble organization, one or two organi- 
zations strong enough to step out and 
lead. But we have grown and ex- 
panded, and it is my opinion that union 
labels, shop cards and buttons are used 
more extensively than they have ever 
been used in all the history of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

“But, even so, the field is tremen- 
dous. The potential market for the 
sale of union label goods is beyond our 
comprehension, and the need is great 
for emphasizing to all consumers every- 
where that goods bearing the union 
label are superior to goods that do not 
bear the union label. The field has 
just been touched and it has not been 
fully explored. The potentialities are 
beyond our comprehension.” 

David Scheyer, a delegate represent: 
ing the United Hatters, Cap and Mil- 
linery Workers, exhibited a motion pit- 
ture depicting the progress made 
his organization from the earliest days 
down to the present. Mr. Scheyer 
urged wider use of radio by the labor 
movement. 
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John O'Leary of Mine Workers Is Dead 


ORGANIZED labor was stunned when 
news was received October 27 of the 
death in San Francisco of John J. 
O'Leary, vice-president of the United 
Mine Workers of America. The veteran 
ynion leader was stricken with a heart 
attuck a day after the close of the an- 
nual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. He entered St. Luke’s 
Hospital in San Francisco and was ‘a 
patient there when the end came. He 
was 67. 

Jack O’Leary was born in Carbondale, 
Pennsylvania, in the anthracite region, 
and entered the mines as a mere youth. 
He joined the union in 1898. His ability 
was soon recognized and he was elected 
secretary of the local at the Last Chance 
Mine. 

Migrating to Western Pennsylvania in 
the bituminous field, Mr. O’Leary won 
election in 1910 as a district board mem- 
ber. Six years later he was elevated to 


the international board. He served on 
the international board until June, 1942, 
when he became vice-president of the 
United Mine Workers. 

Although he had been in ill health for 
the past year, Mr. O’Leary had insisted 
on carrying on his exacting duties. He 
participated in the difficult wage nego- 
tiations of 1946 and 1947. 

In October, 1946, he presided over the 
Mine Workers’ convention at Atlantic 
City in the absence of President John L. 
Lewis. The latter had undergone an 
appendectomy on the eve of the con- 
vention. 

Word of the untimely passing of Jack 
O’Leary saddened the entire official fam- 
ily of the U.M.W.A. who had worked 
closely with him for years, the many 
thousands of coal miners whom he had 
faithfully served and scores of trade 
union leaders in other fields who had met 
him and held him in the highest regard. 





Ed Thal Succumbs 


THE DETROIT labor movement last 
month lost one of its outstanding leaders 
in the sudden passing of Ed Thal, secre- 
tary and business manager of the De- 
troit Building Trades Council. Mr. Thal 
succumbed to a heart attack in San Fran- 
cisco as he was about to leave his hotel 
for a session of the American Federation 
of Labor convention. He was 64. 

Born in Milwaukee, Ed Thal was initi- 
ated as a journeyman steamfitter in 1910. 
Later he lived at Racine, Wisconsin, 
where he served as a business agent of 
his local union. Coming to Detroit al- 
most three decades ago, he worked at his 
chosen trade. Soon his union elected 
him as its secretary-treasurer and busi- 
ness agent. He compiled an impressive 
record of achievement. 

Fifteen years ago he was elevated to 
the secretaryship and business manager- 


in Convention City 


the Detroit Building Trades 
Councii. His leadership there was of the 
highest order. Countless trade unionists 
sought and valued his counsel. 

Supreme Court Justice Frank Murphy 
paid tribute to Ed Thal in the following 
terms: 

“Ed Thal was a staunch character. He 
was possessed of integrity and always 
did more than his share for the better- 
ment of his fellow men. 

“When mayor of Detroit, in recogni- 
tion of the workers of our city I decided 
to have labor represented on all the com- 
missions. Ed was one of the men I called 
upon. The selflessness of his work was a 
credit to the movement he represented. 

“Loyal to the very end to all that he 
believed to be right, Ed passed on leaving 
in the memory of many of us that we 
knew a really just and dependable man.” 


ship of 





Plane Crash Kills 


THE TRAGIC crash of a United Air 
Lines DC-6 at Bryce Canyon, Utah, last 
month took the life of William A. Galvin, 
amember of the general executive board 
of the Bakery and Confectionery Work- 
ers International Union and one of the 
ablest and most popular of the younger 
generation of labor leaders. Mr. Galvin, 
who was 40, was flying home from Cali- 
fornia after attending the A. F. of L. 
convention. Mrs. Galvin and two young 
children survive. 

A native of New York City, Bill Galvin 
went to work when he was only 14. Later 
he attended evening high school and 
college, won his degree in law at Ford- 
ham University and was admitted to 
the bar 
He worked for the National Biscuit 
Company for eleven years. In 1934 the 
‘company’s New York plant was organ- 
wed by the American Federation of 
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William A. Galvin 


Labor, and young Bill Galvin, who had 
played a key role in bringing trade un- 
‘ionism to the exploited biscuit workers, 
was elected president of Local 19585, 
Inside Bakery Workers. He continued 
as president when the union became Lo- 
cal 405 of the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers International Union. He was 
president at the time of his death. 

Mr. Galvin also headed the New York 
State Council of Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers. He was a member of the 
board of administration of the Greater 
New York Joint Executive Board of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers. In 
addition, Mr. Galvin was the chairman of 
the Biscuit Council, an organization com- 
prising forty local unions. He also served 
on various committees of the New York 
State Federation of Labor and the Cen- 
tral Trades and Labor Council of Greater 
New York. 








>The A. F. of L. Copper Work- 
ers at Copperhill, Duck Town 
and Isabella, Tenn., have ne- 
gotiated a contract with the 
Tennessee Copper Company 
which provides a 20 per cent 
increase in wages. 


>Local 214, Molders and Foun- 
dry Workers, has signed a 
contract with the American 
Radiator and Standard Sani- 
tary Company of Louisville 
hiking wages 10 to 15 cents an 
hour, 


bA wage increase of $7.50 per 
week has been gained by Local 
73, Meat Cutters, in a contract 
with 400 meat markets in Mil- 
waukee and Waukesha, Wis. 


bIn a contract with eight ma- 
jor oil companies in the St. 
Louis area, Local 1145, Elec- 
trical Workers, has obtained a 


A. F. of L. Represents 
U.S. at Stockholm Meet 
of 1.L.0.’s Steel Group 


Stockholm’s Parliament House 
was the scene recently of the sec- 
ond session of the Iron and Steel 
Industrial Committee of the Inter- 
national Labor Organization. The 
first session was held in the United 
States last year. 

The workers of the United States 
were represented at the meeting in 
Sweden by Alexander I. Dever 


(photo at right) and Clarence A. 


Seefeld. Mr. Dever is president of 
Federal Labor Union 18887, which 
represents the employes of the 
Midvale Steel Company, Philadel- 
phia, while Mr. Seefeld heads Fed- 
eral Labor Union 19806, Smith 
Steel Workers, Milwaukee. 

After the conference Mr. Dever 
had a sixteen-minute audience with 
Pope Pius and also conferred with 
Prime Minister Eamon de Valera 
of the Irish Free State. 


15-cent hourly wage increase. 


bA 10 per cent wage increase has been 
won by the Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers at Boulevard Frocks, Minneapolis. 


bLocals 502 and 542 of the Pulp Work- 
ers: have received a pay boost of 15 
cents an hour in a new contract nego- 


tiated with the St. Regis-Taggart Cor- 
poration, Franklin, Va. 


>bLocal 515, Teamsters, has won am in- 
crease on 10 cents an hour across the 
board in a contract with Ballard and 
Ballard, Chattanooga, Tenn. 





I aS I AG A I A nc) 


>Wage increases of six and one-half 
cents an hour have been given to Local 
431, Bakery and Confectionery Work- 
ers,at Weston Biscuits, Salamanca, N.Y. 


>A weekly increase of $7 has been ob- 

tained by Local 6, Firemen and Oilers, 
in a pact with the Huss- 
mann-Ligonier Company 
of St. Louis. 


bA 10-cent hourly raise 
has been won by Local 
130, Stove Mounters, ina 
contract with Eisenhauer 
Industries, Inc., Louisville. 


An Unusual 
Situation 


Cooperation is more than 
a word to these enterprising 
couples. The husbands op- 
erate the cars while the 
wives take in the money and 
take care of the customers. 

From the left, the couples 
are Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. 
McCulloch, Mr. and Mrs. 
William A. Taylor and Mr. 
and Mrs. Steven L. Petrucz. 
They are all members of 
Division 268 of the Amal- 
gamated Association 0 
Street and Electric Rail- 
way Employes, Clevelané. 
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yLocal 3, Operating Engineers, in a 
contract with eight rock and gravel 
fms in and near Fresno, Calif., has 
won paid vacations and a 15-cent 


hourly pay boost. 


yA two-year agreement providing 
weekly wage increases of $2 to $5 has 
heen signed by Local 221, Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers, and the Kanner Dress 
Company, Elizabeth, N. J. 


yWage increases ranging up to 19% 
cents an hour have been won by 
Local 185, Upholsterers Union, in an 
agreement recently negotiated with the 
Illinois Felt Company, Chicago. 


)Wage increases ranging from 10 to 
20 cents an hour have been won by 
members of the Chemical Workers em- 
ployed by California Soap Company 
and B. T. Babbitt-Holly Products. 


>A blanket increase of seven cents an 
hour has been won by Local 347 of the 
Upholsterers International Union in a 
contract renewal with the Frame Man- 
ufacturing Corporation, Montreal. 


>A wage increase of five cents an hour 
has been gained by Local 191, Laundry 
Workers, as the result of negotiations 
with laundry owners in Louisville. 


bLocal 133, Chemical Workers, has ob- 
tained wage increases of 16% cents an 
hour in a new contract with the Port- 
land, Ore., Gas and Coke Company. 


bin a contract negotiated with the Gen- 
eral Iron Works of Denver, Local 5, 
Office Employes, has gained a 12-cent 
hourly wage increase. 


bIncreases of 10 to 12 cents an hour 
have been gained by Local 56, Amal- 
gamated Meat Cutters, at Standard 
grands, Inc., Hoboken, N. J. : 


bLocal 2673, Textile Workers, has won 
a 10-cent hourly wage hike in a con- 
tract with the Consolidated Trimming 
Corporation, New York City. 


Local 292, Pulp Workers, has re- 
ceived a pay boost of 10 cents an hour 
through negotiations with the Morris 
Paper Mills, Morris, Ill. 


bLocal 88, Office Employes, has ob- 
tamed wage increases amounting to 
$15 to $20 monthly for the office 
workers at General Dry Battery, Inc. 


bLocal 1003, State, County and Mu- 
nicipal [:mployes, has won a 10-cent 


hourly raise in negotiations with the 
City Council of Fulton, N. Y. 
bLocal 


3, State, County and Munic- 
pal Eviployes, San Francisco, has ob- 
tained 2 $25 monthly pay hike. 


s NOVEMBER, 1947 








AMERICAN FEDERATION 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Fiscal Year Ending August 31, 1947 








RECEIPTS 
mene 0 awd, Amoust Bi, 1008s. « ..scccscscccccvcioncces $1,742,077.43 
I NS 6 isd oo oe eat hanya 65 we $1,888,353.88 
Paid subscriptions, American Federationist.... 2,130.07 
Per capita tax subscriptions, American Federa- 
tionist EO EEE ET Per ee re es Pere re Pe 440,123.63 
Per capita tax from locals allocated to Defense 
DEE cic nidals Son eke ae eGR oaNa ee eeee eeKk 250,263.74 
nk ncn ecu can esenenaebe 6s usin 103,747.43 
EE EP OP EE 2,795.50 
A. 4 ob caaweknesachobaeeeeneeunt 20,740.73 
I os hal oe ed altel Rc a ie a a 26,746.36 
Premiums on bonds of officers of unions bonded 
0 OS Ee | a ee ere 28,154.01 
Disbanded and suspended unions and miscel- 
TIE i. 4. 01g ain's wikia aioe eee 19,284.16 
Voluntary assessment to combat’ anti-labor 
legislation: 
From National and _ Inter- 
national Unions.......... $1,020,451.83 
From Local Unions........ 14,111.14 
Total contributions....... $1,034,562.97 
Refund on radio and news- 
eS ee 18,253.93 
Whelan te Tad... < ok kcikcccccccccess 1,052,816.90 
Premium on sale of bonds. .......ccceccccees 12,585.95 
EN oe Roe a cab new NAN eK. $3,847,742.36 
Ne ee hae eat eereseen aie $5,589,819.79 
EXPENSES 
I ek doh 5 Seu neeee 64s $1,264,300.60 
Ne oS Sockvecueeneewes 715,136.15 
Office employes’ salaries...............eee00% 281,056.87 
BGPRIMEREERTEVO DOIRTIOS. 2. oo cocc cccccccccces 82,076.62 
Miscellaneous general bills................... 398,550.58 
Printing and publishing American Federationist 139,917.68 
OS =e ree eee 79,520.00 
Premiums on bonds of officers of unions bonded 
through A. F. of L..... Ea RR A eee 23,907.32 j 
Contribution Retirement Fund............... 286,526.44 
BE SS Ss 6 6. ox 0:00:58 0-0 = secede ceve « 1,003,614.15 
Expenses for special campaign 
against anti-labor legislation.. $832,377.39 
Amount later refunded account 
radio and newspaper advertising 18,253.93 
Total disbursed from fund..:......... 850,631.32 
Total expenses........... (00000 60600000900000800" $5,125,237.73 
Balance on hand, August 31, 1947....... nee Ce Ne $ 464,582.06 | 
rr ee 
Monies deposited and invested as follows: 
Se Pr ererr TT Tree a ira a6ee 396.00 , 
Federation Bank & Trust Co., New York (Subject to chec:.).. 2,000.00 
Union Labor Life Insurance Co. (Stock)..............+e000. 15,000.00 
City Bank (Subject to check)............ pevveccesvescece . 5,000.00 
Union National Bank, Newark, N. J. (Subject to check)..... 10,000.00 
Riggs National Bank (Subject to check)...........- avanee 432,186.06 ] 
Secretary-Treasurer’s balance, August 31, 1947....... re ee $464,582.06 
GerorGE MEANY 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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WHAT THEY SAY 


Philip B. Fleming, administrator, 
Federal Works Agency—The present 
40 - cent - an - hour 
minimum under the 
Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act is gro- 
tesque and obsolete. 
I was amazed to 
read, a short time 
ago, a newspaper 
statement by the 
present administra- 
tor of the Wage 
and Hour Law that a large percentage 
of inspections were still turning up 
violations of this ridiculously low mini- 
mum wage. If that is true in the 
present high employment period, it 
definitely points up the need for an 
increase in the minimum wage and a 
strengthened enforcement program. I 
have not made any study of the matter 
on which to base a definite recommen- 
dation of a new minimum, but it would 
seem to me that 75 cents an hour would 
not be an unreasonable minimum, with 
provision for higher wages in indus- 
tries that could stand them, arrived at 
through the operation of the industry 
committee method. 





Daniel J. Tobin, president, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters—The 
International 
srotherhood of 
Teamsters does not 
object to making 
its financial report 
once a year to the 
Secretary of Labor 
and it welcomes the 
opportunity to state 
openly to the world 
that no member of 
its general execu- 
tive board is a member of the Commu- 
nist Party. What we do object to are 
the many other impossible, disrupting 
sections of the Taft-Hartley Act. For 
instance, the right of an employer to 
sue the international union under al- 
most any and all circumstances. If I 
do everything possible to compel the 
observance of a contract to the letter 
and if a few men bring about a wildcat 
stoppage of work in spite of the local 
union officers and in spite of the inter- 
national officers, I refuse to sign an 
agreement that permits the employers 
to entangle us in court proceedings and 
bring suits against us for the violation 
of a contract. No organization of labor 
in this or any other country has gone as 
far as the International Brotherhood of 
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Teamsters in protecting employers 
under written and signed contracts 
during the life of the contract. We in- 
tend to continue, but we will not have 
employers running into court. Even 
though they may not win, they can in- 
convenience us and cause us a great 
deal of expense with their legal staffs 
and take away our attention from the 
other matters developing daily between 
labor and business. So I am strongly 
advising our people to sign no contracts 
where the employer insists that he has 
the right to go into court if a few men 
with sore heads or sick stomachs on a 
Monday morning pull off a stoppage of 
work when the officers of the local 
union do everything in their power to 
return the men to work and they still 
refuse to return. 


George C. Marshall, Secretary of 
State—The broad outlines of American 
foreign policy are 
determined by our 
citizens. The Amer- 
ican people, fortu- 
nately, are free to 
speak out on mat- 
ters of policy. They 
vote; they form 
their own opinions ; 
and they organize 
themselves into in- 
numerable groups to give expression 
to their views. Through a free press 
and radio and through the film and 
other means of communications, they 
have full access to all shades of thought 
and opinion. In order that the con- 
clusions of the American public will be 
firmly based upon fact and upon ma- 
ture reflection and realistic considera- 
tion of the issues involved, it is of 
importance that all sources of informa- 
tion and aids to the enlightenment of 
public opinion be used to the full. We 
are faced with policy questions which 
are baffling and far-reaching. Even 
when all the facts are available it is 
seldom easy to reach a decision with 
complete certainty that the right de- 
cision has been made. Without the 
facts, sound judgment of the issues is 
impossible. A recent survey of public 
opinion revealed that one out of three 
people in the United States still does 
not know what the United Nations is 
and what it does. The same study 
showed that only one in five knows 
what is meant by the veto. We Ameri- 
cans must become familiar with the 
terms of the Charter. We must obtain 
a clear understanding of the role which 
we ourselves are called upon to play in 





the United Nations. We must under. 
stand the roles which others are playing 
or are failing to play. We must con. 
tinually remind ourselves that the 
United Nations succeeds or fails ac. 
cording to the conduct of the members 
themselves and their willingness to act 
in accordance with the Charter. 


Eric Johnston, president, Motion Pic. 
ture <(ssociation of America—-What 
are we going to do 
positively and con- 
structively about 
combating com- 
munism? It isn’t 
enough to be anti- 
Communist, any 
more than it is to 
be —_anti-smallpox. 
You can still die 
from smallpox if 
you haven’t used a serum against it. A 
positive program is the best anti-toxin 
for the plague of communism. Men 
and women who have a reasonable 
measure of opportunity aren’t .aken in 
by the prattle of Communists. Revolu- 
tions plotted by frustrated intellectuals 
at cocktail parties won’t get anywhere 
if we wipe out the potential causes of 
communism. The most effective way 
is to make democracy work—for 
greater opportunity, for greater secur- 
ity for all our people. The real breed- 
ing ground of communism is in the 
slums. It’s everywhere where people 
haven’t enough to eat or enough to wear 
through no fault of their own. Con- 
munism hunts misery, feeds on misery 
and profits by it. Freedoms walk hand 
in hand with abundance. That has 
been the history of America. If we 
fortify our democracy to lick want, we 
will lick communism—here and abroad. 





Arthur G. McDowell, director of or- 
ganization, Upholsterers Internationa 
Union—No liberal 
political movement 
can exist or grow 
in the United States 
without a found 
tion in the re 
sources, the orgat- 
ized numbers and 
experience of or 
ganized labor. But 
make no mistake 
We can rally our forces to such 4 
movement—we cannot be that move 
ment. Our first job is to inform ou 
members and build machinery to make 
that flow of information constant and 
reliable. Our second job is to organi 
our members as citizens in their umiots 
and union activities. Our third job* 
to bring to a jell the liberal elements! 
be found in the old parties and in ever 
community and build for the perpetue 
tion and advancement of our dem 
cratic republic. 
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JUNIOR UNION PACE 


Give Thanks 


N MOST holidays the Clausen 

household slept late, had a lazy 
breakfast and generally took it easy 
until early afternoon at least. On 
Thanksgiving morning, however, it 
was quite a different story. Everyone 
was up by eight o’clock. Breakfast 
was over by nine, and Gwen and Sue 
hurried through “the dishes while 
Mother made the beds. The boys and 
Father left the table to sweep up the 
last of the leaves and police the yard. 

“Phil, you had better put that junk 
of yours in the garage,” Mr. Clausen 
told his youngest son. 

“Tell Mark to help, Dad,” 
Phil suggested. “He was the one 
who wanted me to get it out in 
the first place.”, 

“All right,” Father said. 
“Mark, give Phil a hand there. 
Dave, how about you and me put- 
ting the apples in the basement ?” 

“Sure,” said Dave, “‘and that re- 
minds me—Mom wants enough 
for salad and some of the pretty 
ones for the fruit dish. She told 
me at breakfast.” 

“Hustle them in to her, then. 
I'll get the basement door open.” 

When Dave rejoined his father 
after delivering the apples to 
kitchen, he said : 

“Dad, I think the place will make a 
pretty good impression on Grandpa and 
Grandma, don’t you ?” 

“I hope so. Come on, give a lift 
with the side here.” They moved the 
large barrel of apples to the entrance. 
“Grandpa was always a stickler for 
having the lawn and gardens in good 
shape. I hope ours look neat enough 
for him.” As he spoke, Mr. Clausen 
recalled the many times he had assisted 
his father in just such chores. 

Phil and Mark let out a welcoming 
yell as the blue car turned into the 
driveway. Grandpa stopped by the 
boys, and amid the excitement of ar- 
rival it was almost impossible to hear 
what anyone said. However, the older 
couple was soon ushered into the house 
and warmly embraced by the girls. 

“Smells just like Thanksgiving in 
here,” said Grandpa. 

“It’s turkey,” announced Mark. 


_“And all that goes with it,” added 
Gwen. 


the 


“Cranberry sauce, too, I expect,” 
remarked Grandma. 

“Yes, and apple salad that you al- 
ways like,” said Sue. 

Dinner was not served until after- 
noon, but the family finished the tra- 
ditional festive meal in time to take 
a pleasant stroll through the gloriously 
colored autumnal countryside. There 
were too many of them to go in one 
car, but the exercise of walking just 
helped to “shake down the turkey,” as 
Grandpa said. 

It was dark when they returned to 
the house. 





“Let’s just fix some sandwiches and 
coffee,” said Mother. 

“And I’ll build up a fire in the fire- 
place,” announced Father. 

As the happy group sat before the 
blazing hearth eating the light supper, 
Gwen was observing her grandmother 
carefully. She broke her silence by 
saying : 

“Grandma, you don’t look like a 
grandmother should.” 

“And how should a grandmother 
look?” Grandma asked, suppressing a 
smile. 

“Well, old and sort of worn out. 
But you don’t. You look pretty and 
dress pretty and don’t seem old at all.” 

“Neither does Grampa,” said Mark. 
“A grandfather always used to have a 
long white beard, but ours looks just 
like any man not very old.” 

“Grandpa looks old, sort of, but not 
like in some pictures of old men,” cor- 
rected his brother. 

“Now, children!” reproved their 
mother. 

“Let them continue,” said Grandma. 


By ANNABEL LEE GLENN 


“We oldsters like to get the youngsters’ 
point of view. Anyway, I| like their 
compliments.” She smiled at her 
grandchildren. “I’m glad I don’t seem 
old and worn out. It’s because I’ve 
had a very comfortable time for the 
most part, and Grandpa and I have 
taken care of each other.” 

“We did have some rugged days, 
though, as you kids would say,” inter- 
posed her husband. “We often had 
to go mighty slow on things. Like 
when my union was just getting on 
its feet, and we were on strike for a 
wage increase and a shorter work 
day. We had a bad time of it 
for a while back there.” 


“Yes, that winter was one of 
the worst,” said Grandma. “It 
was the year you were born,” she 
added, turning to the children’s 
father. 5 

“Once when we were down to 
our last dollar, I said I was going 
back to work,” Grandpa recalled. 
“But my spunky little woman 
wouldn’t let me.” 


“And the next week the men 
got their agreement and a ten- 
cent an hour increase,” Grandma 
narrated. “That was one of the 
happiest days of our lives, I think. 
It showed we could manage and that 
in union there is strength.” 

“It has meant a lot to us,” Grandpa 
said. “That first test of union strength 
gave us courage and faith which we 
never lost.” 

“You haven’t lost it yet, and besides 
that you surely instilled it into each of 
us,” their son said. “I’m glad you did, 
too, or I would never have been able 
to take care of this family of mine. My 
union membership and all the benefits 
it has given me has been worth more 
than I can ever tell.” 

“I’m thankful for it, too,” Mother 
said. “I feel so safe when I know Dad 
has his union support, that the union 
looks after its membership, and one 
man doesn’t stand all alone.” 

“Yes, it’s a great blessing,” said 
Grandfather. “And I think since it’s 
getting late we had better end our day 
with thoughts of the many blessings 
we have received, and sincerely give 
thanks for them, and for all good 
things.” 





















































































It isn’t too soon to start disposing of your annual 
gift problem. The big rush is only a few weeks 
away. Why wait until then? This year be smart. 
Solve your gift problem the easy, sensible way. 


An excellent gift, one that will be truly appre- 
ciated, is a year’s subscription to the AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST, the modern, informative magazine 
published by the American Federation of Labor. 
Intelligent citizens everywhere want to know what 
labor is thinking and doing. Every month the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST brings them this informa- 
tion in interesting and authoritative articles. 


A gift subscription to labor’s magazine still costs 
only $2. You can remember two friends for only $4, 
three for $5.50 and four for $7. 


OC Please time the first issue to arrive just 
before Christmas. 
0 Please send a Gift Card bearing my name. 


MONEY-SAVING RATES 
1 Gift Subscription... .$2 3 Gift Subscriptions $ 
2 Gift Subscriptions. . .$4 4 Gift Subscriptions. . .$ 
Additional Gift Subscriptions $1.50 each 


ee 


5.50 
7.00 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 

A. F. of L. Building 

Washington 1, D. C. 
Please send the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 
for the next twelve months to: 


» 
esesecees 


: LS ee et Se ee See 
City 7 _.... Zone______ State 
I'm enclosing check(1) money order[) in 
amount of 


ee 
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